Dave Lewis

Music project – 

song I like for musical reasons

Godspeed You Black Emperor – “Sleep” (23:18)


The music in “Sleep” is soft, enchanting, and melodic.  It is not overbearing or raucous, which lends it a soothing air which is good to fall asleep to.  Godspeed You Black Emperor belongs to a classification of music collectively called ‘space rock,’ due to the sound and style o the music.  It takes awhile to get used to listening to this particular band, since the songs tend to be upwards o twenty minutes long (this is 23:18 in its entirety), but once a taste is developed a sense of unity throughout the piece can be discerned; the tone in the short blurb of the old man speaking at the beginning correlates with the sorrowful mood of the composition.  There is a sense of loss preserved by the lack of conventional instrumentation and vigorous use of emptiness with long, drawn out notes which flow smoothly into crescendos and decrescendos.  This all blends together to yield a musical composition which appeals to me greatly; it is one of my favorites.  .  Anything less would be an injustice and affront to the old man’s speech at the beginning of the song.  


song which I think musically sucks

The Locust – “Get Off the Cross –  the Wood is Needed”  (0:45)


While this particular song is nice to listen to when in a abysmal mood, useful to frighten one’s grandparents / conservative relatives, and funny to listen to and snicker about, there is musically not much to it.  Incomprehensibly raspy screeched vocals and instrumentation that is more distortion than actual music and high-speed bass and cymbal smashing yield a mish mosh of sound that is nearly impossible to even process, let alone begin to make sense of.  The Locust does earn some credit for forming a vague semblance of a melody out of entirely discordant elements, while other bands such as Dismembered Fetus and  Anal C–– sound somewhat similar but with a lot less unity of sound.  At least it has a beat and you can dance to it.

