Take a look at the very last question, if you want.  I shortened it a ton, and took out a big ass quote you had.  If you don’t change it, you at least have to take out your original answer, which is still there.

Hope this helps……and knowing that you were a little less stressed is all the reward I need (.

Call me sometime and let me know if everything went OK.

Have a good day!

Chapter 20

1.   Arthur and Hester can no longer take the torment of Puritan life.  They hope to return to the Old World and leave their past behind.  The reverend has become very frail in Boston.  The two agree that his health should improve when taken away from the adversities associated with life on the frontier.  Hester has made arrangements on a Spanish ship leaving for England in four days.  The captain agreed to reserve three spots on the ship.  He also agreed to keep their passage a secret.

2.   Arthur is excited to be preaching the Election Sermon, as it is a very high honor for a New England clergyman.  In addition, he will be able to end his career on a positive note.  The sermon is to take place the day before his departure to the Old World.  He will be able to leave thinking that he has fulfilled his duties as a minister.  People will admire and respect him.  He will be leaving them with a positive image of himself.  These comforting thought ease his anxieties about leaving.

3.   Upon deciding to leave, Arthur is granted an entirely new lease on life.  Walking the streets of Boston was a surreal experience.  He saw things that he had seen many times before in a new light.  Things like the ordinarily mundane forest path seemed somehow different.  He had a new vitality that had escaped him over the past seven years.  It is as if life has just begun.  He has startlingly wicked impulses, signs that he is coming to terms with his imperfections.

4.   Arthur has six encounters on his way home, and six impulses to do wrong.  He wants to speak blasphemously about the communion supper to one of his deacons.  When talking with the eldest female member of the church, the only part of the Scripture he can recall deals with the immortality of the human soul, something that would have appalled her.  Arthur wishes to make known his sinful desire for a young maiden of the church.  He also has to resist his wish to teach Puritan children swear words.  In the last encounter, he almost exchanges oaths with a drunken sailor.  These urges are a result of the understanding that he will soon be leaving Boston.

Chapter 21

1.   Chapter 21’s portrayal of Puritan life is a gloomy one.  Always dark and dismal, they had a somber view of social norms, both public and private.  Their strict religion dominated daily life.  The clothes they wore perfectly symbolized their personalities –always dark and dull.  Their pathetic example of a holiday was Election Day.  This was one of the few days where they were able to “let loose,” but even on Election Day their clothes remained solemn and gray.  Public merriment was against the law.  Even at its most liberal, Puritan society was depressing and severe.

2.   After talking with the captain of the ship she is escaping on, Hester is very dismayed.  The captain remarks that thanks to the new addition to her party, there will be no illness aboard the ship.  Hester asks him who it is, and the captain tells her that it is Roger.  He will not only be aboard the ship with them, but traveling in their party.  Hester is horrified.  She controls her feelings so the shipmaster won’t think anything strange of the apparent addition.  Hester looks across the marketplace to find Roger smiling wickedly at her. 

Chapter 22

1.   Since the decision to leave Boston, Arthur’s appearance has changed drastically.  For once, his hand is not constantly placed over his heart.  He presents himself very differently, appearing bright and confident.  His walk is brisk and full of life.  Even Pearl notices these changes.  She asks her mother if Arthur was the same man she met in the forest.  Seeing these extreme changes in his personality, Pearl now feels that he is unapproachable.

2.   During his Election Day Sermon, Arthur presented a passionate and eloquent speech.  Hester, however, was able to catch certain tones that no one else could pick up on.  His rich voice delivered words indistinguishable to Hester, but she detected their pleas for sympathy and forgiveness.  She could hear the pain associated with someone revealing a deep secret.  She alone could hear these, as she alone understands his pain.  Every once in awhile she could detect a sigh of distress.  It is this pain and this sorrow that allows the minister to make such a speech

1. H and D are both involved in the same sin. However, “within Puritan society, they will always stand on opposite sides of a vast gulf, as long as D maintains his fraudulent pose as a man of purity and holiness. What D must do if he is ever to find peace is to cross that gulf and acknowledge H, stand by her side, and hold P’s hand in his, announcing to the public that he and H love one another and that P is their child.” Hester is looked upon as the symbol of utmost evil. She is the example of what not to be in life. She also symbolizes to the people the wrath of God’s punishment. H is gazed at disrespectfully by most people in the audience. D is looked upon as the symbol of utmost purity. The citizens of the town look up to D as the epitome of Puritan way of life. He appears to them as completely devoted to God and nothing else. D is gazed at with nothing but admiration and captivation. H and D are viewed as complete opposites in the Puritan society. This is extremely ironic because of their relationship and D’s awful secret.

3.   Arthur and Hester have two very different places in Puritan society.  The minister is respected and admired by the entire town, while Hester is shunned by one and all.  Arthur is viewed as the epitome of a Puritan man, completely devoted to God and completely devoid of sin.  Hester is looked down upon by all of Boston.  She serves as a constant reminder of what not to be, and what will become of sinners.  This is quite ironic.  Although both have committed the same sin, only one suffers the consequences.

