[quote]Another important source to post-war friction between various communities was the vilification of the Roman Catholic Church. Yugoslav communist authorities attacked the Catholic Church much more harshly than the Orthodox Church. 
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 [/quote]

Before I deal with this quote in the next paragraph, let me say that Anzulovic correctly mentions in his book on (page 28) that Orthodox believers increased during the Ottoman Era because back then Catholicism WAS persecuted more than Orthodoxy on the grounds that Catholics could have been politically influenced by Austria. Of course, Anzulovic doesn’t mention that in the 19th century when Russia was beating Turkey, Orthodox believers bore the brunt of the Turkish oppression. Turkey and Austria became friendly after Turkey ceded BiH to Austria rather than the Serbs. Instead Anulovic tries to play it off like Orthodox Serbs had it good. Anyway…

[quote]The demonization of the Catholic Church was at the same time a demonization of Croats, who, as Catholics, were seen as agents of a sinister force directed against “our peoples.” In his two volume work on the collapse of the Yugoslav monarchy published in 1982, the above quoted army general and myth historian Velimir Terzic described the Croats as the main culprit…
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[/quote]

Anzulovic forgets to point out that Terzic could only have been able to publish a book like that after Tito’s death. He forgets to mention that this book was banned and then republished considerably abridged. According to Anzulovic’s, we’re supposed to believe that Catholicism suffered more than Orthodoxy under the Communist system. Whenever any Communist system oppresses any church, the result always leads to low numbers of believers among the general population. Strict anti-religious government policies eventually prove successful. Believers dwindle. They do not multiply. In a Serb-dominated Yugoslavia, traditionally Serbian Orthodox regions would have the highest % of believers.  

[quote] “Opinion polls reported by Ilustrovana Politika (February 23 1982) revealed that…In traditionally Serbian Orthodox regions, by contrast, only 3% of the youth, while 90% claimed to feel positive aversion toward religion”[29]

A survey of 4800 employed persons in all Yugoslav republics and autonomous provinces, made in November in 1985, gave the following data about the % of the population professing religious belief:

Kosovo 44

Croatia 33

Slovenia 26

Macedonia 19

Bosnia and Hercegovina 17

Serbia 11

Vojvodina 10

Montenegro 10”
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[/quote]

Do these numbers look like Yugoslav Communist authorities attacked the Catholic Church much more harshly than the Orthodox Church? No they don’t. If Yugoslav Communist authorities attacked the Catholic Church much more harshly than the Orthodox Church - then the Orthodox Church in Serbia & Montenegro would’ve had a greater number of believers than the Catholic Church in Slovenia and Croatia. They certainly didn’t hurt the number of believers in Muslim Kosovo. 

A favored position for the Orthodox Church in both Ottoman and Communist times can’t produce completely opposite results and be logical. If anything, it proves that Communist Yugoslavia could never have been Serb-dominated because it would have been especially easy then for numbers of Orthodox believers to remain high and certainly higher than Muslim and Catholic areas inhabited by traditionally Serbophobic nationalities. A nation destroying its own religion isn’t consistent with the definition of nationalism. No Serb nationalists would ever operate a system where Muslim and Catholic was three to four times greater than religiosity in Serbia, itself. To believe otherwise would require rationalization and a lack of objectivity.

Anzulovic’s rationalization is that the Serbs are not really all that religious to begin with. I don’t think Anzulovic knows many Serbs personally, nor do I think that he’s welcome in many Serb households where he might be able to become better acquainted with Serb religiosity. To know whether a people are religious or not, you have to live among them and not rely on Marian Zdziechowski a Polish Catholic tourist to Belgrade and Russian Protestant convert Vladimir Soloviev, who has never even visited Serbia at all. 

Here we go with more lies:

[quote]The Muslims of Bosnia and Hercegovina were accused of working toward and Islamic state… The future president, Alija Izetbegovic indirectly supported the idea in his Isamic Declaration. Parts of the text were published in the [early] 1970s, but the author did not experience any legal difficulties until 1983…and sentenced to a 14-year prison term. Serb nationalists used the trial to instill fear of the Islamic threat to the Serb population…
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[/quote]

Alija Izetbegovic indirectly supported the idea in his Islamic Declaration? Indirectly? You’ve got to be kidding me. Anyway, we’re supposed to believe that in a Serb-dominated Yugoslavia - not only was Muslim and Catholic religious belief 300% - 400% greater higher in Kosovo, Croatia and Slovenia than Orthodox belief in Serbia & Montenegro – but that Izetbegovic could actually ever publish a document like the Islamic Declaration in the 70s  and then innocently sit around for ten years before being imprisoned in 1983. Izetbegovic was imprisoned, not for writing the Islamic declaration, but for planning to participate in an international conference held by the Islamic Republic of Iran [1 http://en.wikipedia.com/Alija_Izetbegovic]. He was released after serving a few years after which Croats, Slovenes, Albanians and muslims in Bosnia decided to pusue separate group strategies. No Serb-dominated legal system ever would’ve let Alija out of jail. Ever.

Now watch Anzulovic accuse the Serbs of spreading lies at the same time that Anzulovic is trying to spread a Croatian lie about the Vatican relations with the Ustasa regime:

[quote]The fact is the Vatican never recognized the Word War II Croatian state, but through repetition, this and other lies were accepted as truths by many people, both inside and outside the country.
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No source? If it is such a ‘fact’ – why did Anzulovic not present it as a fact by sourcing it, rather than simply stating “The fact is”. It’s not a fact at it all. It’s a lie. That’s why he tries to cover it up with rhetoric and then turn it around and accuse the Serbs of spreading lies ‘though repetition’. Anzulovic is a cunning manipulator. But like all liars, he’s transparent to the trained eye. 

Conclusions:

Anzulovic contradicts himself by nullifying the possibility that Tito’s Communist system was ever anything other than an anti-Serb group strategy that Croats, Albanians and all Muslims in Yugoslavia participated in and through which they had their religious numbers increase. In the Balkans, where religion is associated with ethnicity - this means that there was more nationalism among (in order) Albanians, Croats Slovenes and Muslims in Bosnia under the Communist system and certainly in the early 1980s and less in Serbia, where it was actively discouraged. The numbers for most likely Macedonia include a fair number of Albanians, too. A Serb-dominated Yugoslavia would’ve inevitably produced higher religiosity in Orthodox Serbs than any other Yugoslavs. Anything else is nothing more than the same inconsistent Anzulovic-type apologist hypocrisy. 

The eruption of Serbian nationalism and religiosity after 1989 was sudden because it had been repressed by the Yugoslav Communist authorities and was only triggered by Kosovo and the injustices there that Serbs had been quietly suffering throughout the entire Communist regime. American and British newspapers carefully chronicled these injustices against Serbs in the 1980s in Kosovo [2 http://www.geocities.com/aia_skenderbeg_--------]. 

