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What are the moral implications of upper-class values?  Edith Wharton explores the theme of social mores vs. personal desires in her book, The House of Mirth, as Lily Bart, the beautiful and socially eccentric protagonist placed within the elite of Old New York, faces social/financial constriction in her manipulation of arranged marriages to follow true love or the unparalleled luxuries of upper-class New York. She ultimately states that one ought to be true to one's feelings, rather than play a societal game of money and power, by use of such literary devices as pecuniary symbolism, motifs regarding gambling/luck, and (3rd literary element).
