POPAYAN

Popayán, capital of the department of the Cauca, was founded on 1537 by Sebastián de Belalcázar and, to be in the way between Cartagena, to the north and Quito and Lima, to the south, performance a fundamental paper at times of the Colony. Like result, Popayán is one of the most traditional cities of Colombia and one of its main architectonic jewels. Although great part of their colonial constructions was destroyed by an earthquake in 1983, already have been reconstruídas to a large extent.

Between the interest places the Chapel of Bethlehem, in a promontory with a good panoramic Vista of the city, the Hermitage, the temples of San Francisco, the Carmen, the Incarnation, San jOse and Santo Domingo, and the convent and the church of San Agustín. The museum of religious art guard colonial objects of great value. Also, the House Calda, the Museum can be visited Martinez, the Valencia House, the Negret House and the University of the Cauca. Other places of interest are the Bridge of the Humilladero, the Tower of the Clock, the Nose of Tulcán and the Hotel Monastery, that works in which was the old franciscano monastery.

To 55 kilometers of Popayán, in a mountainous region of beautiful places, is Silvia, a typical town of houses of stepped on mud wall and seat of traditional market. In the surrounding fields it inhabits the community of natives Guambianos, a town costumary ancestral rooted. Another one of the attractiveness of the region is the Natural National Park of Puracé, that occupies a surface of 83,000 hectares in where lagoons, cascades abound, volcanos, snow-covered and thermal sources.

Popayán is famous by the celebration of the Easter, a tradition that goes back to times of the Colony and that their inhabitants have conserved jealously. Solemn Procesiones crosses the streets of Popayán, like part of an event that counts on the participation of feligreses arrived from all the corners of the country. Also in those days the Festival of Religious Music, that congregates specialized musical groups in this sort, originating of several countries is celebrated.

