Philip Lee

Soc. HW – Athens/Sparta
Athens/Sparta and U.S/USSR are very alike in the fact that they held a friendship of convenience as they waged war with Persia/Germany. In order to successfully gain what they wanted, they had to set aside their differences and combine their forces. Both of these alliances were made solely in order to defeat another juggernaut nation, which would be Persia and Germany. It’s a “the enemy of my enemy is my friend” complex.

Athens is similar to the U.S. because it was a democracy that tried to bring a stable government into good use. USSR was like Sparta, because they worked hard to train their military, and were a monarchy, just like Sparta. The U.S., just like Athens, became too strong in the eyes of their rivals (USSR/Sparta) and needed to be relieved from this position. This was the cause of the Cold War, and the Peloponnesian Wars. 
Athens





Aristocratic





Tried to connect to other parts of Greece





Tried to move towards a more democratic government





Women were inferior, and did not receive as much rights as Spartan women





Problem was inefficient leadership





Had nobles, officials, assemblies, senate








Sparta





Militaristic





Isolated themselves from the rest of Greece





Tried to move towards a stronger military/army





Women had more opportunities, because men were too busy with war





Problem was its inability to trade, and rigid ways





Had two kings and a council of elders











