Philip Lee

APUSH – DBQ (Puritan Values)


After the discovery of the New World, Puritan government was put into effect, and certain rules and regulations were formed. During seventeenth century New England, havoc did not reek very often, but when it did, there was an unspoken chart of severity that was followed when figuring out punishment.  The Puritans found crimes or behaviors regarding their society’s Christianity most dangerous, with the crimes ranging from matters regarding Sabbath to marriage. If an act would breach the conduct of Christian morality, it was considered the most dangerous of crimes. By means of analyzing said crimes, and ultimately, comparison of the severity of varying punishments, one can determine what crimes people found most dangerous in 17th century Puritan society. 

The Sabbath was a prestigious day in Puritan culture, and was very action-specific to anyone who deemed themselves as a Christian; the government also agreed. The Bible and Christian morals gave specific ruling as to what should be done on the Sabbath; it was to be a sacred day, devoted to nothing but worshipping God in pure peace. Street fights were marginally tolerated, but if it was done on the day of the Sabbath, God was insulted, and the government would serve justice (Document B). If such a fight went occurred on any other day, the people involved would’ve received but a warning. On Sabbath, even manual labor was punishable by law. (Document G). Ordinary behavior such as frays or even working was worth punishing for, if it went against the will of God.


 One rule that stands out in Christian ethics is the forbidding of pre-marital sex. When executed, it was truly a large slap to the face of God, according to Christian doctrine. In Document E, one couple admitted to pre-marital sex and was put to prison for it. The man who committed the fornication tried to make amends for the sin by taking the woman’s hand in marriage. The judge accepted this justification, freed them from prison, and then married them, of course with a punishment fee of 40 shillings each after everything. Yet, in Document A, after scientific investigation of the matter, one couple was fined 4 pounds, even though they were married during the trial. The underlying aspect that divides these two trials, is that one couple admitted to the crime, whereas the other kept it in secret (the punishment of 4 pounds). Hiding sin from the all-seeing God of Puritan faith was the worst crime presented. 

In Document H, one man was tried for drunken mistreatment. In Document I, one man was tried for abusive words/actions. The two men both paid around 15 shillings in fees for harming fellow commoners around them and disturbing the peace, where one couple had to pay 4 pounds (Document A), nearly 25x more, for having sex before eventually getting married. The rules put into the law book were not nearly as dire as the ones set in the true law book of the Puritans – the bible. 
