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New Public Charter Middle School in Greenville County
Langston Charter Middle School will hold a Press Conference:

When? Monday - January 31, 2005 4:00pm

Where? Our Future Home - 288 Rocky Creek Road 
(off Woodruff Road - behind Travinia Italian Kitchen)
Purpose? To announce the location and application process of Langston Charter Middle School for the 2005 -2006 School Year 

What is a Charter School? It is a public school approved by both the State Department of Education and the local county school district which is required to meet all state curriculum standards, have the same teacher requirements, and provide PACT testing.

A charter school does not charge a tuition or application fee. It is a free, public school. Subjects taught at Langston will be English/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, Spanish, and Physical Education. It is governed by a board of directors elected by the parents and faculty.

How is Langston different from any other middle school? Langston will differentiate itself by providing single gender classes. Each grade level (6th, 7th and 8th) will have 2 classes of 20 students each - one for girls and one for boys. Students will be required to wear school approved uniforms. Langston will feature community service involvement and leadership/business training skills by having a high level commitment to involvement by the parents, staff and board.

Why offer single gender classrooms? Studies have shown that boys and girls learn in different ways. The middle school years are crucial to children's understanding for further education. By developing a firm foundation of the core curriculum in a manner conducive to each gender's learning style, Langston children will be fully prepared for high school and college academics at their highest potential. For more information on the benefits of single gender instruction see www.singlesexschools.org.

What is the significance of the name "Langston?" The fourth great granddaughter of Dicey Langston, Marnie Pehrson, will be speaking at the press conference to answer the question: Who was Laodicea "Dicey" Langston? Marnie has recently published a book about Dicey, The Patriot Wore Petticoats. Dicey was a courageous young girl who during the Revolutionary War risked her life on several occasions in our country's fight for freedom. Her selfless acts and willingness to be involved exemplify the character traits that must exist in people if their community is to be a place of quality. Dicey's acts of heroism took place near Greenville County. The Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) have a chapter named in her honor. We wish to build future community minded leaders upon the legacy of Dicey Langston. For more information on Dicey see www.diceylangston.com.

Future Plans? Langston Charter Middle School will enroll 120 students in the first two school years. After the second year, the school will relocate (still in the same general vicinity) to accommodate a student population of 240. The school will reach its maximum enrollment of 612 in the fifth year of operation.

What do interested parties need to know? Student applications will be available at the press conference, or by calling 675-3973. Applications can be downloaded for completion from the school website beginning February 1, 2005. (The site langstonchartermiddleschool.com is presently under construction.) Application deadline is March 1, 2005. Principal and Teacher searches are occurring presently. The Langston faculty must be highly motivated people of good character who have an innate love for middle school children, and who desire to be deeply involved in building a better community. Any interested persons may submit a resume' at CareerBuilder.com by typing Langston in the search bar. 

Who serves on the board? Langston Charter Middle School will not elect a board until after school begins in August, 2005. Until that time, the Planning Committee is handling all development, hiring, and enrollment. The committee members are:
Lisa Stevens, Dale Brubaker, Tammy Ferrell, 
Pamela Kramer, Tink Baker, Heather Bolt, 
Ramon Ashy, Toni Malpass, and Rachel McCanless.

Langston Charter Middle School Motto: 
"Langston Learners of Today … Leaders of Tomorrow"

Langston Charter Middle School Mission Statement:
The mission of Langston Charter Middle School is to enrich and empower sixth, seventh and eighth graders with personal responsibility and a compassion for their community through single gender classes, innovative teacher, parent and community collaborative learning. Langston Charter Middle School expects parental involvement in their child's academic, emotional and social development.

