INTRODUCTION -- MY SEARCH FOR MY SWICK HERITAGE

My name is Dennis A. Swick and I live in California.  I am an ordained

Evangelical minister and resided in Spain for 19 years with my wife and two daughters.  While in Madrid I had an MRI scan where they found a brain tumor.  Ten days later, the surgery was performed in California.  I went through all kinds of stuff but I'm still around --born in December 1952!  I am basically paralyzed on the right side of my body but some it kind of works, that's why I type with my left hand.  I am part of a Cancer Survivors Group at a nearby church where we meet each Wednesday.  We lend counsel to one another and also to those who call in on the phone.  We are Survivors, encourage one another and share God’s Word. I consider this an uplifting way to continue my ministry in my new setting and, with God’s help, I will be able to continue His work for some time in the future.

A short while after the surgery, I decided that I wanted to know about my SWICK roots. I am looking for connections to my ancestors: Matthys Zwick, born 1674 married to Veronica Wolle, born 1672; they were Lutheran, I am told.

Matthys and Veronica and their children came to America in 1710.  

Matthys died on the ship enroute to America.  There has been much research done on Matthys and Veronica’s son, Johannes Swick, born in 1705 in Erlenbach, Germany.  Records show him in Somerset, New Jersey married to Barbara Covert.  “The House of Swick,” written by descendants, is a record of  Johannes Swick’s ancestry.

When I began my research, I started by focusing on where in Germany the Swicks come from. “My” Swicks came from Erlenbach but I found 29 towns of the same name around Germany.  Also the name Zwik/Zwick was spelled many other ways instead of Zwick as I’m sure many of you have discovered as well. I have found Swicks mentioned in “Palatines to America”, Zwicks in Erlenbach Bei Dahn, and a Wolle in Bad Bergzabern in the Erlenbach area, etc. It is hard to nail it down. I don't speak German so have to use interpreters but my search goes on.

There are approximately 15,000 Germans recorded who came over looking for a better world from the one they came from. Some went to Rotterdam and then to London before sailing to America.  In my quest for my ancestry, I have corresponded with people all over the world in Holland, Germany, Austria, Canada as well as America. I’ve met some very nice people.  

Where did your Zwick ancestors originate?  

When did they come to America?

Where did they settle in America?

What time period?

Any other information that you can provide in hopes of our finding a connection between our families would be greatly appreciated.

We may be cousins!  Hope to hear from you soon!

Dennis A. Swick

DennisASwick@yahoo.com

