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Week 1 - Problems with Evolution Theory

Definitions

Reasoning

Ages

Fossils

Definition of Science

System of acquiring a natural explanation of the universe based on empiricism (observation), scientific method. Knowledge must be falsifiable and conclusions are tentative (Darwin on Trial p. 114)

What problems arise when applying science to the origin of the universe or mankind?

-Assumes one answer and excludes all others

-Not verifiable

-Science cannot explain origins

Definition of Evolution

Evolution is the process by which novel traits (through genetic variation and mutation) arise in populations and are passed on from generation to generation. Its occurrence over long stretches of time explains the origin of new species (speciation) and ultimately the vast diversity of the biological world. Contemporary species are related to each other through common descent, products of evolution and speciation over billions of years. Natural selection is the idea that some individual organisms possess genetic variations giving them advantageous heritable traits and are more likely to survive and reproduce and, in doing so, to increase the frequency of such traits in subsequent generations. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evolution)

Charles Darwin - On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life 1859

What would we expect to see in the fossil record based on evolution? Slow and incremental change, transitional species for macro evolution between forms, long periods of time to allow for evolution.

What do we actually observe? Stasis-or stability of species over long periods of time, sudden appearances of new species, few and questionable transitional forms (thus no evidence of macro evolution), and catastrophe rather than gradualism.

Evolution as Tautology

Tautology - a way of saying the same thing twice

Evolution predicts the fittest organisms will produce the most offspring

Evolution defines the fittest organisms as the ones that produce the most offspring

Whatever survives must be the fittest, and so “proves” Evolution

(Darwin on Trial, pages 20-21)

Theory should make a prediction, then look at evidence to support/disqualify the logical result.

Circular Reasoning

Fossils are used to date geologic layers, and geologic layers are used to date fossils

Dating geologic column using index fossils - Index fossils (or zone fossils) are fossils used to define and identify geologic periods (or faunal stages). They work on the premise that, although different sediments may look different depending on the conditions under which they were laid down, they may include the remains of the same species of fossil. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Index_fossil)

Dating fossils using the geologic column - Various dating methods have been used and are used today depending on local geology and context, and while there is some variance in the results from these dating methods, nearly all of them provide evidence for a very old Earth, approximately 4.6 billion years. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fossil_record)

Geochronology is the science of determining the age of rocks, fossils, and sediments. A variety of dating methods are used by geologists to achieve this. … Potassium-argon dating and argon-argon dating. These techniques are used to date igneous and volcanic rocks. They are also used to date volcanic ash layers within or overlying paleoanthropologic sites. The younger limit of the argon-argon method is a few thousand years. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geochronology)

Relative Determined Age of the Universe

“In 1779 the French naturalist the Comte du Buffon tried to obtain a value for the age of the Earth using an experiment. He created a small globe that resembled the Earth in composition and then measured its rate of cooling. This led him to estimate that the Earth was about 75,000 years old.”

“In 1830, the geologist Charles Lyell took the next step and proposed that the features of the Earth were in perpetual change, eroding and reforming continuously, and the rate of this change was roughly constant.”

“In 1899, John Joly of the University of Dublin calculated the rate at which the oceans should have accumulated salt from erosion processes, and determined that the oceans were about 90 million years old.”

“Boltwood focused on the end products of decay series. In 1905, he suggested that lead was the final stable product of the decay of radium … and by the end of 1905 had provided dates for 26 separate rock samples, ranging from 92 to 570 million years.”

“Today's accepted age of the Earth of 4.55 billion years was determined by C.C. Patterson using Uranium-Lead dating on fragments of the Canyon Diablo meteorite and published in 1956.”

Assumptions, measurements, and scientific community approval have verified/questioned measurements each time.

“Most geological samples from the Earth are unable to give a direct date of the formation of the Earth from the solar nebula because the Earth has undergone stratification into the core, mantle and crust, and this has then undergone a long history of mixing and unmixing of these sample reservoirs by plate tectonics, weathering and hydrothermal circulation.”

“The Canyon Diablo meteorite was used because it is a very large representative of a particularly rare type of meteorite which contains sulfide minerals (particularly troilite), metallic nickel-iron alloys, plus silicate minerals.”

“The meteorite samples, however, show a spread from 4.53 to 4.58 billion years ago. This is interpreted as the duration of formation of the solar nebula and its collapse into the solar disk to form the sun and the planets.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Age_of_the_earth)

When a material incorporates both the parent and daughter nuclides at the time of formation, it may be necessary to assume that the initial proportions of a radioactive substance and its daughter are known. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radiometric_dating)

Universe Expansion and Speed of Light

Scientists announced today new evidence supporting the theory that the infant universe expanded from subatomic to astronomical size in a fraction of a second after its birth. ... The previous data showed that the universe was about 13.7 billion years old. It also revealed that it wasn't until about 200 million years after the Big Bang that conditions were cool enough for the first stars to form. Scientists were also able to conclude that the universe is composed of about 4 percent real matter, about 23 percent dark matter, and about 73 percent dark energy. Nobody actually knows what dark matter or dark energy are ... Inflation theory states that the universe underwent a rapid expansion immediately following the Big Bang. ... During this growth spurt, a tiny region, likely no larger than a marble, grew in a trillionth of a second to become larger than the visible universe. (http://www.space.com/scienceastronomy/060316_wmap_results.html)

The uncertainties among cosmologists about origins has now been further pointed up by their interest in the theories of João Magueijo. Magueijo is not a creationist, but is himself stressing that a changing speed of light would solve many cosmological problems, even though it would drastically modify Einstein's theories of relativity. ... It was as if the riddles of the Big Bang universe were trying to tell us precisely that light was much faster in the early universe, and that at some very fundamental level physics had to be based on a structure richer than the theory of relativity. (http://www.icr.org/index.php?module=articles&action=view&page=498)

Origins seems to have happened under scientific laws that are not in play today.

Evolution of Humans

Apelike creature, Australopithecus afarensis, Australopithecus africanus, Homo habilis, Homo erectus, archaic Homo sapiens, Neandertal, Java Man, Wadjak Man, Nebraska man, Lucy

Evolution predicts a species progression over time, with some overlap before extinction between species. Instead, discovered evidence shows modern homo sapiens extending back to 5 million years ago (MYA), which is way too early in the accepted evolutionary timeline. Earlier “transitional” species extend to just 1/2 MYA, which is too late for evolution to occur to modern humans. Several critical transitional discoveries have been exposed as frauds, others have been reclassified because they don’t fit the theory, and there is little consensus on how fossils relate to each other, as different scientists stand firmly behind their discoveries. Agreement is only on that evolution had to happen, but still haven’t found solid evidence for appearance of humans. Very, very few scientists have ever even seen human fossils, having to rely on copies for research and theory development.

“In 1984, the American Museum of Natural History in New York sponsored its famous ‘Ancestors’ exhibit in which more than forty of these original fossils were brought together for the first time ever for the public to view and for scholars to study. Except for the one glorious moment in the summer of 1984, the original hominid fossils are not generally available for study, even by pale anthropologists. Given the unavailability of the originals, casts are the next best medium of study. Descriptions of fossils in the scientific literature, although a poor substitute for casts, are probably the most common tools used in the study of the human fossil material. Since only the original fossils should be used in the writing of such papers, this would seem to place serious limitations on their preparation. The crowning blow came at the beginning of the public display. The precision mounts for the original fossils were carefully prepared on the basis of casts supplied in advance. When the original fossils were placed in those mounts, most of them did not fit.

Have you ever wondered how many hominid fossils have been discovered to date? A grand total of 3998 (approximately 4000) fossil hominid individuals have been discovered as of 1969-1976. It is the more recent fossils that effectively falsify the concept of human evolution, specifically recent Homo erectus, our alleged evolutionary ancestor, who may have been alive and well just a few hundred years ago (the Cossack skull.). When a worker in this field speaks of the scarcity of the human fossils, he is actually saying, ‘although there is an abundance of hominid fossils, the bulk of them are either too modern to help me or they do not fit well into the evolutionary scheme. Since we all know that humans evolved, what is so perplexing is the difficulty we are having in finding fossils that would clearly demonstrate that fact.’ Mary Leakey on the constructing of evolutionary family trees: ‘in the present sate of our knowledge, I do not believe it is possible to fit the known hominid fossils into a reliable pattern.’” (Bones of Contention, selections from chapters 1, 3, 16)

Icons of Evolution

Jonathan Wells (DVD, Question 5, 5 minutes)

1. 1953 Miller Urey experiment creating life

2. Darwin’s tree of life

3. Homology of invertebrate limbs

4. Haeckel’s embryo drawings

5. Archaeopteryx

6. Peppered moths during Industrial Revolution

7. Darwin’s finches

8. Four-winged fruit fly

9. Fossil Horses

10. Ape-like creature to human evolution

What Fossil Record?

In terms of numbers of fossils 95% of the fossil record consists of shallow marine organisms such as corals and shellfish.6 Within the remaining 5%, 95% are all the algae and plant/tree fossils, including the vegetation that now makes up the trillions of tonnes of coal, and all the other invertebrate fossils including the insects. Thus the vertebrates (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals) together make up very little of the fossil record—in fact, 5% of 5%, which is a mere 0.25% of the entire fossil record. So comparatively speaking there are very, very few amphibian, reptile, bird and mammal fossils, yet so much is often made of them. For example, the number of dinosaur skeletons in all the world’s museums (both public and university) totals only about 2,100.7 Furthermore, of this 0.25% of the fossil record which is vertebrates, only 1% of that 0.25% (or 0.0025%) are vertebrate fossils that consist of more than a single bone! For example, there’s only one Stegosaurus skull that has been found, and many of the horse species are each represented by only one specimen of one tooth! (http://www.answersingenesis.org/creation/v14/i1/humanfossils.asp)

After 150 years, the fossil record still has many questionable gaps and circumstantial evidence that are strained to fit into the theory.

Channeled Scablands of Eastern Washington

Mystery of the Mega flood (NOVA)

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/megaflood/

(Excerpts from transcript) Tonight, re-created for the first time in 15,000 years, the colossal cataclysm that carved out a landscape in the blink of any eye ... gorges, some almost 1,000 feet deep; a waterfall, five times wider than Niagara, but without any water; weird holes in the valley floors; strange layers of silt and ash. And, over the whole area, huge boulders are scattered as if a giant had dropped them there. .. For a long time it was assumed that the Scablands' features would have taken millions of years to create. One obvious way this could have happened was by the gradual erosion caused by rivers. After all, some of the most dramatic landscapes in the world have been scoured out by rivers. The two main theories to explain the gradual formation of this landscape just didn't work. River erosion could not explain giant potholes, and ice was too remote from the Scablands to create these hanging valleys. During the 1920s a geologist named J. Harlen Bretz outlined a theory of what he thought had really happened to the Scablands, but Bretz's theory defied all scientific convention. He claimed the Scablands were not the result of a slow geological evolution, but of an enormous catastrophe that had happened almost overnight. ... I think Bretz was absolutely delighted to see the vindication of his ideas. I think it all culminated, in 1980, when he received the highest medal of the Geological Society of America, the Penrose Medal, which was the final and ultimate recognition that he, in his catastrophic flood hypothesis, had generated one of the great ideas in the earth sciences. It was left to later generations of geologists to work out the details of how the giant flood had happened. Their research not only confirmed Bretz's outrageous hypothesis but has recently revealed that, if anything, Bretz was not outrageous enough, for there may have been more than one giant flood.

Mount St Helens and Multiple Sediment Layers

At Mount St Helens, an 8 m (25 ft) thick stratified deposit consisting of many thin varve-like laminae was formed in less than one day (12 June 1980). (http://www.answersingenesis.org/Home/Area/AnswersBook/iceage16.asp)

“Evidence” shows many years of sediment layers and slow gradualism.

Novelty Shop: Frozen Mammoths

Preserved frozen remains of woolly mammoths have been found in the northern parts of Siberia. However, the popular notion that these bodies were 'flash frozen' and perfectly preserved is a myth propagated by authors such as Immanuel Velikovsky. Preservation is a rare occurrence, essentially requiring the animal to have been buried rapidly in liquid or semi-solids such as silt, mud and icy water which then froze.

This may have occurred in a number of ways. Mammoths may have been trapped in bogs or quicksands and either died of starvation or exposure, or drowning if they sank under the surface. They may have fallen through frozen ice into small ponds or potholes, entombing them. Many are certainly known to have been killed in rivers, perhaps through being swept away by river floods; in one location, by the Berelekh River in Yakutia in Siberia, more than 9,000 bones from at least 156 individual mammoths have been found in a single spot, apparently having been swept there by the current.

To date, thirty-nine preserved bodies have been found, but only four of them are complete. In most cases the flesh shows signs of decay before its freezing and later desiccation. Stories abound about frozen mammoth corpses that were still edible once defrosted, but the original sources (e.g. William R. Farrand's article in Science 133 [March 17, 1961]:729-735) indicate that the corpses were in fact terribly decayed, and the stench so unbearable that only the dogs accompanying the finders showed any interest in the flesh. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mammoth)

Preservation requires rapid burial and fast freezing, not many, many, years of snow during a long ice age.

Novelty Shop: Coelacanth

Coelacanths first appear in the fossil record in the Middle Devonian, about 390 million years ago. Prehistoric species of coelacanth lived in many bodies of water in Late Paleozoic and Mesozoic times. The first evidence that western scientists had of a modern, living coelacanth was when Marjorie Courtenay-Latimer, curator of a museum in East London, South Africa, discovered a specimen while inspecting local fish catches for unusual marine life in 1938. ... The second specimen, found in 1952 ... was originally described as a different species, Malania anjounae (after the South African Prime Minister). Ironically, Malan was a staunch creationist; on seeing the supposed ancestor of all terrestrial life named after him, his reaction was a startled, "Why it's ugly! Is this where we come from?" (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coelacanth)

Coelacanth is a “living fossil.”

Was once a supposed ancestor of all terrestrial life, but not any longer.

New Missing Link - from Sea to Land

Tiktaalik

The New York Times (NYT) reports that the recent discovery of a large scaly creature in Canada is “a predecessor of amphibians, reptiles and dinosaurs, mammals and eventually humans” National Geographic News (NGN) crows that “fossil hunters may have discovered the fish that made humans possible.” Evolutionist Jennifer Clack of Cambridge University, who was not involved in the study, said it’s impossible to tell if Tiltaalik was a direct ancestor of land vertebrates, and the NYT states Tiktaalik is still a fish. (http://www.icr.org/index.php?module=news&action=view&page=63)

Summary

Science is unable to explain origins

Naturalism is unable to explain origins

Evolution theory continues to lack support from new and existing evidence with issues of time and macro evolution

A purposeless, completely random explanation for the universe and life is not supported by critical evidence

Next, look at alternate theories
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Week 1 Review

Science is limited to a natural explanation of the origin of the universe and life

Evidence questions macro evolution between species

Evidence questions gradual changes over time

Evidence suggests sudden and rapid changes, and stasis (stability) of species

Even as scientific theories change to support evolution, other theories may better fit the evidence

Week 2 - Intelligent Design

Definitions

Micro evidence

Macro evidence

What is Intelligent Design?

Intelligent design is presented as an alternative to purely naturalistic explanations for evolution. The stated purpose is to investigate whether or not existing empirical evidence implies that life on Earth must have been designed by an intelligent agent or agents. William Dembski, one of intelligent design's leading proponents, has stated that the fundamental claim of intelligent design is that "there are natural systems that cannot be adequately explained in terms of undirected natural forces and that exhibit features which in any other circumstance we would attribute to intelligence." Proponents of intelligent design look for evidence of what they term "signs of intelligence" — physical properties of an object that they assert necessitate design. The most commonly cited signs include irreducible complexity, information mechanisms, and specified complexity. Design proponents argue that living systems show one or more of these, from which they infer that some aspects of life have been designed. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intelligent_Design)

Evidence at the Micro Level

Unlocking the Mysteries of Life (sections 3 and 4, 20 minutes)

Molecular Machines

Bacterial Flagellum

Irreducible Complexity

Proteins

DNA

Cell factory

Design is inferred as only viable explanation

Evidence at the Macro Level

The Privileged Planet (sections 4 and 5, 10 minutes)

Copernicus Principle - there is nothing special about planet earth

Odds of life occurring (DVD)

Conditions for life are also unique conditions to observe the universe

Principles of universe combined provide unique opportunity to allow life to exist

Purpose for life is inferred as only viable explanation

(Optional section 11, 10 minutes)

Summary

There is better supporting evidence for intelligent design, that some force outside nature was part of the origins of the universe and life, providing us with purpose
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Three Topics

Problems with Evolution Theory

Intelligent Design

Young Earth Creationism

Sampling of origins material in presentation format, highlighting just some of the dynamic and controversial evidence

Week 1 and 2 Review

Science is limited to a natural explanation of the origin of the universe and life

Evidence suggests some outside force involved in universe and providing purpose

Week 3 - Young Earth Creationism

Origins Options

Genesis creation story

Scientific explanation that fits evidence

Origins Theory Options

Evolution - naturalism

Young earth (God only)

God uses evolution (old earth)

Old universe - young earth (alien implementation)

Something we haven’t thought of

We will consider young earth theory from a biblical perspective

Genesis Account

Creation Genesis 1:1-2:6

Flood Genesis 5: 27-32, 6:1-4, 7:10-11, 17-8:5, 10:25, 32

7 days of creation, genealogies (used to date early creation)

People lived hundreds of years before the flood

Nephilim and other mighty men of old

Global flood (central to theory)

Afterwards, environment changes, Peleg earth divided

Genesis 1:1-2:6 (ESV) 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. [2] The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

[3] And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. [4] And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. [5] God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. [6] And God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." [7] And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. [8] And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. [9] And God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. [10] God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. [11] And God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth." And it was so. [12] The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. [13] And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. [14] And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, [15] and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth." And it was so. [16] And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. [17] And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, [18] to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. [19] And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. [20] And God said, "Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens." [21] So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. [22] And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." [23] And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. [24] And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds." And it was so. [25] And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. [26] Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." [27] So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

[28] And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth." [29] And God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. [30] And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. [31] And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. [2:1] Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. [2] And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. [3] So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. [4] These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created,

in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.[5] When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, [6] and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground— 

Genesis 5:27-32 (ESV) 

Thus all the days of Methuselah were 969 years, and he died. [28] When Lamech had lived 122 years, he fathered a son [29] and called his name Noah, saying, "Out of the ground that the Lord has cursed this one shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands." [30] Lamech lived after he fathered Noah 595 years and had other sons and daughters. [31] Thus all the days of Lamech were 777 years, and he died. [32] After Noah was 500 years old, Noah fathered Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

Genesis 6:1-4 (ESV) 

When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to them, [2] the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their wives any they chose. [3] Then the Lord said, "My Spirit shall not abide in man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years." [4] The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of man and they bore children to them. These were the mighty men who were of old, the men of renown. 

Genesis 7:10-11 (ESV) 

And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth. 

[11] In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 

Genesis 7:17-8:5 (ESV) 

The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. [18] The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. [19] And the waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the whole heaven were covered. [20] The waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits deep. [21] And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind. [22] Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life died. [23] He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark. [24] And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days. 

[8:1] But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. [2] The fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens was restrained, [3] and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the end of 150 days the waters had abated, [4] and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. [5] And the waters continued to abate until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen. 

Genesis 10:25 (ESV) 

To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided, and his brother's name was Joktan. 

Genesis 10:32 (ESV) 

These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood.

Kent Hovind Theory

Focus on the Biblical account of the Noah Flood to account for much of the same evidence used by others for evolution (30 minutes)

6000 years ago - world created

4400 years ago - global flood

(Creation Science Evangelism Series, tape 6) 

1. Noah and the animals were safely in the ark.

2. A -300 degree ice meteor came through the solar system. Fragments cratered the planets and made rings around some planets.

3. As it approached the earth, it shattered in space and the super cold ice “snowed” on the earth, mostly around the poles.

4. The sudden dump of ice on the poles caused the earth’s crust to crack, releasing the fountains of the deeps. The rapidly spreading ice cause the ice age effects, the burial of the mammoths, the wobble of the earth for the next few thousand years, the collapse of the pre-flood canopy, and earth to be completely covered by H20.

5. During the first few months of the flood, dead animals settled out and were buried , the swirling waters deposited great piles of dead plants and animals. These became coal and fossil graveyards over the new few thousand years.

6. During the last few months of the flood the unstable plates of the now fractured earth shifted. The thin spots sank down to become ocean basins and other places lifted up to form mountains. The run off caused erosion canyons in the soft sediment.

7. Over the new few hundred years the ice caps generally retreated, the added water formed the continental shelf. As the cold water absorbed CO2, the life spans shortened in the days of Peleg.

8. The earth still shows the effects of this devastating flood as a reminder of God’s hatred of sin.

(Hovind Creation Science Series, tape 6) 

Summary

A young earth, literal interpretation of the Bible, is a viable and scientifically supported by evidence explanation of the origins of the universe and life
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Appendix: ICR Scientific Creation Tenets

ICR holds to certain tenets. By Scientific Creationism, ICR believes: 

1. The physical universe of space, time, matter and energy has not always existed, but was supernaturally created by a transcendent personal Creator who alone has existed from eternity. 

2. The phenomenon of biological life did not develop by natural processes from inanimate systems but was specially and supernaturally created by the Creator. 

3. Each of the major kinds of plants and animals was created functionally complete from the beginning and did not evolve from some other kind of organism. Changes in basic kinds since their first creation are limited to "horizontal" changes (variations) within the kinds, or "downward" changes (e.g., harmful mutations, extinctions). 

4. The first human beings did not evolve from an animal ancestry, but were specially created in fully human form from the start. Furthermore, the "spiritual" nature of man (self-image, moral consciousness, abstract reasoning, language, will, religious nature, etc.) is itself a supernaturally created entity distinct from mere biological life. 

5. The record of earth history, as preserved in the earth's crust, especially in the rocks and fossil deposits, is primarily a record of catastrophic intensities of natural processes, operating largely within uniform natural laws, rather than one of gradualism and relatively uniform process rates. There are many scientific evidences for a relatively recent creation of the earth and the universe, in addition to strong scientific evidence that most of the earth's fossiliferous sedimentary rocks were formed in an even more recent global hydraulic cataclysm. 

6. Processes today operate primarily within fixed natural laws and relatively uniform process rates, but since these were themselves originally created and are daily maintained by their Creator, there is always the possibility of miraculous intervention in these laws or processes by their Creator. Evidences for such intervention should be scrutinized critically, however, because there must be clear and adequate reason for any such action on the part of the Creator. 

7. The universe and life have somehow been impaired since the completion of creation, so that imperfections in structure, disease, aging, extinctions and other such phenomena are the result of "negative" changes in properties and processes occurring in an originally perfect created order.

8. Since the universe and its primary components were created perfect for their purposes in the beginning by a competent and volitional Creator, and since the Creator does remain active in this now decaying creation, there do exist ultimate purposes and meanings in the universe. Teleological considerations, therefore, are appropriate in scientific studies whenever they are consistent with the actual data of observation. Furthermore, it is reasonable to assume that the creation presently awaits the consummation of the Creator's purpose.

9. Although people are finite and scientific data concerning origins are always circumstantial and incomplete, the human mind (if open to the possibility of creation) is able to explore the manifestations of that Creator rationally, scientifically, and teleologically. 

----------------------------------------------------

Additional notes and topics

Science, based on evolution, is a naturalist explanation of the universe. No external forces are included. The result is a restating of the proposition. We “know” that god didn’t create the universe because by definition science excludes it. And we know that evolution is true because it is the only possible solution allowed.

This is countered by the historical fraud of critical evidence, and lack of evidence in the fossil record. Since evolution is not a viable solution, the next step is to consider intelligent design. ID points out the unique facts that make life possible, and that the odds are so remote, some intelligent is the only viable option. The third and final step is to consider whether the Bible in general, and Genesis specifically, adequately provide a viable description that is supported by the evidence.

Evolution requires transitional forms between species, but none are found. Punctuated equilibrium came out in the 70’s stating that species survive through long periods of stasis (no change), then encounter rapid change. Either way, no transitional forms are found

Micro evolution v macro evolution (horizontal within varieties v vertical between)

Evolution means no purpose to life, everything is merely by chance. Intelligent Design and Creationism include purpose

Overview of Genesis creation story

Young earth age estimation is based on age of people in lists, 430 years, other prophesies, 5 year error when Caesar had different titles

Other stories of a flood from different cultures, Babylon, Sumerian flood

Living fossils - ancient creatures found alive today, with no change over millions of years, goes against concept of evolution

Foot prints in Texas and Africa, 1980 Nat Geo article modern prints, but picture include ape creature.

Some fossils are older than should appear in the evolution record. That is, before transitional forms are on scene

Mount St Helens mud flows layered out over just a few days, logs in spirit lake lodge straight up at different sediment levels

No transitional forms found over 150 years. Apteryx and walking fish possible rare exception, but not examples from many and as such expose the absence of actual evidence. That is, after 150 years, only found 2

Circular logic of dating layers, layers of sediment are dated based on the fossils found in the layers. Fossils are dated based on the layer in which they are found.
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