What is the Relevance of Biblical Christianity 


in the Post-Modern World?





Approach: Four week discussion addressing this topic by answering a series of four questions. Each of our answers reflect the way we live our life.





Is the Bible True? - Can we believe it? (week 1)


How did we get the Bible? - Can we rely on our current Bible? (week 2)


What did Jesus Do? - Is Jesus worth following? (week 3)


What does the Bible say we should do? - How shall we then live? (week 4)





God èè History èè Oral Memory/Written Down èè 


                                          Translated/Edited èè Interpreted èè Applied








Last week focused on our view of the Bible without relying on tradition or new interpretation ("post-modern" meaning "you and me"). This week looks at how and when the Bible put together. How much should the Bible be a basis for today's Christianity? (Keep in the back of your mind how "last week" can be interpreted.)





Was our Bible written as events happened, later by a participant, or compiled much later by an historian? Are some books historical or just stories (Genesis, Job, Esther)? Why should some books be included in the "canon" and others excluded?





Bible


66 separate books, 2 testaments. 800,000+ words written over at least 1000 years. Book order, language (some textual differences), and interpretation are different in various extant (still existing) versions from oldest copies to the earliest printed versions. OT in Hebrew except some Aramaic: two words in Gen 31:47; Ezra 4:8-6:18, 7:12-26; Jer 10:11; Dan 2:4b-7:28. NT is all Greek ("which in Aramaic is…").





Authorship


Moses and Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy)  (~1406 BC) - Ex 17:14, 24:4, 34:27. Deut 31:9; Later references -  Josh 8:30-32, Mark 7:10, Acts 15:1; or did Joshua/others compile Moses writings?


During David and Solomon reigns (~1000 BC) - Deut 17:18


By Ezra after Babylonian exile (~486 BC) - Ezra 1:1; Neh 8:2


Collection of earlier oral traditions and writings - Gen 2:4; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10, 27; 25:12, 19; 36:1, 9; 37:2


Later editorial updates - Gen 14:14, 36:31, 47:11 Ex 1:11, Deut 1:1-5, 33:1, 34(all); Moses not alive during time of Genesis; "The Lord said to Moses" - is this later editorial comment or Moses adding authority to passage?


Paul writes 1/2 of NT, before gospels, Paul uses scribe - Rom 16:22 


Paul "writing in his own hand" - I Cor 16:21; Col 4:18; 2 Thess 3:17; Phm 1:19





Compilation


~1406 BC Moses writes down law - see above


722 - Exile to Northern kingdom to Assyria


~622 scroll of Torah found in temple - II Kings 22:8; II Chr 34:14-15


587 - Exile of Judah to Babylon


~300 - world speaks Greek


~250 Septuagint - translated to Greek in Alexandria, includes Penteteuch, history, writings, and Apocrypha, divisions of Samuel and Kings, (Jews used outside Israel)


47 - Julius Caesar burns library of Alexandria, Egypt


~1 century AD - NT written, all in Greek, no known originals exist, only copies


~70 - OT Canon finalized around destruction of Jerusalem, without Apocrypha, Hebrew text, but Jews in Israel speak Aramaic


~150 - earliest NT fragment John 18:38


~200 - Matthew and Luke; ~225 - Mark fragment


325 - Council of Nicea finalize NT canon, no apocrypha, OT books not quoted are Eccliastes, Esther, Song of Solomon; many quotes of NT in other early writings


~382 AD - Latin Vulgate (Jerome adds consonants to OT, includes Apocrypha)


410 - Rome sacked by Visigoths resulting in loss of old books


1453 - Muslims conquer Constantinople resulting in loss of old books


1456 - Gutenberg Bible printed


1480's - printed Hebrew text (books in different order than Christian OT:)


1514 - printed Greek Septuagint


1516 - Greek NT (Erasmus copies from 15 c manuscripts), used by Protestants


1592 - printed Latin OT


1611 - King James Version (from Tyndale's translation of Erasmus text)


Codex Vaticanus - in Vatican since 16 c. John 7:53-8:11 after Luke 21:38


Codex Sinaiticus - discovered 1844, Apocrypha, no Mk 16:9-20, John 7:53-8:11


Codex Leppo - Hebrew OT ~1000 AD


1947 - Dead Sea Scrolls found (No Ecclesiastes, Esther, or Song of Solomon), only a few minor textual differences from today's version, controversy on other writings





References to other books


I Kings 11:41; II Kings 1:18; 15:26; 15:31, 36; 16:19; 20:20; 21:17; 21:25; Num 21:14; Josh 10:13; I Chr 29:29; I Sam 10:25





Gospel was first preached by the Disciples, then by those who knew them directly. Later, it became important to write down the message of these first witnesses. Tradition provides authors for gospels and Romans; dispute over James, John (Revelations), whether Paul wrote/dictated his letters or someone used his name. Early church writers quoted from NT books and other books. 





No original names of books, authors, vowels, chapters, verses. No designation of what is original text, editorial introduction, or later changes. No originals manuscripts exist. 





The three circles of Biblical reality (gray), tradition, and interpretation convey truth. New interpretation may become tradition (Jesus, early church, Martin Luther, John Wesley, us). If Biblical reality is true, tradition and interpretation should attempt to align with it (sometimes don't). Location, size, and overlap of "circles" fluctuates. Tradition and interpretation only take us so far toward Biblical reality. 
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Response Questions


What is critical for Christianity regarding the Bible (who wrote, when, how put together, accuracy, etc.)? 


How flexible can Bible interpretation be and still be a Christian view?
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