Tough Topics Series:


Responding to Divorce in the Church





Introduction


"Things learned from children"


"Church clippings"





Where topic idea came from


Many in class/friends had family members divorced last year


"Tough topics" discussion with Dan





3 topics


Strengthening our own marriages


Helping church friends through difficulties in marriage


Dialogue around responding to divorced people in the church





Hour 1: our marriages - introduction and couple time


Hour 2: helping each other and post divorce - group conversation





What the class is not: 


"how to" on getting divorced


sharing personal war stories


substitute for professional counseling





Marriage Opportunities


Wednesday night series available: "Married for Good" presented by Dr. John Thoburn, through May 15


Marriage Encounters


Warm Beach Couple's Retreat, early December





Bible verses on divorce


Matthew 5: 31, 32


Matthew 19: 3-9


Mark 10:2-12


Luke 16:18


1 Corinthians 7: 10-17


Deuteronomy 24:1-4


Jeremiah 3:1


Isaiah 50:1


Malachi 2:1-16�
Verses on Marriage


Genesis 2:18


Genesis 2:24


Proverbs 18:22


Jeremiah 29:6


Hosea 2:19, 20


1 Corinthians 7: 2-4


1 Timothy 5:14


Hebrews 13:4


Ephesians 5:22-33


1 Peter 3:1-4


Deuteronomy 22:13-32


Deuteronomy 23:2


Matthew 1: 18-20�
�



Pre-class assignment: find copy of wedding vows.


Could say, at any point in time we are all somewhere on a line between the high expectations of marriage and divorce. Changes over time.





Class Readings:


Genesis 2:20b-24


1 Corinthians 13


Revelations 19:5-9





What is the purpose of marriage?


Goal of church to strengthen marriages, marriage is used as an examples of Christ's love for the church


Not a lot of good marriage relationship examples in the Bible, focus is on our relationship with God. If someone wrote a bibliography of our life, what would be the central theme: work, kids, marriage, God?





Complexity surrounding divorce





Views on divorce range from 


No fault - state law


"My case is unique." 


Only for certain circumstances


Never an option





Lacking Divorce vocabulary, only one word to describe all situations


Both may want a divorce


Only one wants a divorce


Person not wanting divorce may ultimately be the one filing divorce





Parties involved in a divorce


husband


wife


possible third (or more) person


kids


family


friends


church


society 





How much time/energy did you really spend putting into your marriage before it started? How much effort have you put in since then?


What if you didn't find the best person for you to marry?


What if you didn't marry your "one-true love?"





Couple Time


Spend time together talking as a couple





What role should the church play in marriage and divorce?





Why do many couples rarely seek out help from the church family when confronted with marriage difficulties?





How can we make it more acceptable to seek out help with marriage from the church?





How can our class support couples struggling through a marriage? How can we provide a safe environment for struggling couples to share?





How can our class reach out to divorced people in the church?





Where do we go from here?
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