b2g: better2gether

MISSIONAL COMMUNITIES
“God is calling together little communities of the heart, to fight for one another and for the hearts of those who have not yet been set free.  The camaraderie, that intimacy, that incredible impact by a few stouthearted souls – that is available. It is the Christian life as Jesus gave it to us. It is completely normal.”









John Eldredge, Waking the Dead, p. 203

A missional community is a collaboration of Christ-followers who live and work together to incarnate the gospel of the Kingdom in power, deed and word in their ordinary lives by pursuing God whole-heartedly and loving people who are without hope and without God.

Missional communities are essentially small groups of believers who are passionate in their love for God, love for one another, and love for their friends in the world.

Why MC’s?

· Left to ourselves as individuals we cannot live out our John 17 calling as “sent ones.”  Our “solo approach” to ministry only works for the broadly gifted few, and our contemporary, broken and shifting culture needs a community framework under girding it.
· It flows from the biblical – though counter-cultural pattern – of learning to live a life of mutual interdependence.
· Our culture is longing to see authentic, life-giving demonstrations of what it means to be followers of Christ. People long for something that provides real relationships, integration for their lives, and fills the longings of their soul. “So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples." John 13:34-35

What does an MC look like?

· Communities of 2-5 friends living in close proximity (maybe even living together), and meeting regularly.
· Basic units of three-dimensional living: community, transformation, and mission. (Most “small groups” are one dimensional, or at most two dimensional.)
· Environment of grace where friends find safety and freedom to know and be known, love and be loved. 
· Friends together pursuing knowing, loving, and becoming like Jesus.
· Friends intentionally living out the gospel in existing webs of relationships: co-workers, neighbors, family, etc, or who “infiltrate” common-interest sub-cultures: bowling league, mountaineering club, book club, etc., as a means of developing relational links with Christians and not-yet Christians around shared interests.
“The missional church is incarnational, not attractional …  By incarnational we mean it does not create sanctified spaces into which unbelievers must come to encounter the gospel. Rather, the missional church disassembles itself and seeps into the cracks and crevices of a society in order to be Christ to those who don’t yet know him.”






Michael Frost and Alan Hirsch, The Shaping of Things to Come, p. 12

“Right where you are God is moving to draw and connect people into the depth, risk, and reality of knowing Christ.”









b2g faith statement
Steps to consider in getting started:

1. Get involved in the local rhythms of your community.  Requires frequency, intentionality and longevity.  Take yourselves into the community.  Follow the “ant trails” of your community: where do people hang out?  Join them!

2. Pray! As you go, ask the Lord to lead you: “Who are the ones you want us to connect with and reach out to?”  “Where are you working?”  “Help me to see people with your eyes of compassion.” “Help me to make friends – and be a friend.”

3. Learn to be missional; be infected with missional “DNA.”  Read the gospels to discover who Jesus really is, and how he related to people in his world.  Read and reflect on missional material like, The Insider, The Shaping of Things to Come, or More Ready Than You Realize.”
4. Recruit fellow missionaries.  Ask God for them!  It doesn’t need to be many: starting with 2 people committed to going to the lost may be enough.  Not necessarily the experienced or polished.  Those who feel a holy dissatisfaction with what is, and yearn to go to the lost. Avoid the temptation to create another Christian group. Caution: when talking to people major on what you’re for and excited about, not what you’re against! (Many are already disillusioned with the local church; that doesn’t mean they want to live missionally.)
5. Do steps 1-3 together!
Philip. 1:27 

    But whatever happens to me, you must live in a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ, as citizens of heaven. Then, whether I come and see you again or only hear about you, I will know that you are standing side by side, fighting together for the Good News. 

