                         Today's Christmas, so Long Ago





Scene: 1


Narrator:One morning, God sent Gabe, His spokesangel, down from heaven to visit                                             Mary, who lived in Nazareth, Isreal.  Mary was engaged to Joseph, whose dirrect ancestor was the renouned King David.  


Mary is just dusting. All of a sudden, a guy is just standing behind her. She gasps, her eyes expand, and she starts backing up. 


Gabe: Hey Mary! God loves you and thinks you're pretty cool.


 Mary is still freaked out, and picks up a feather duster and uses it as a weapon. 


Mary: N-not one step nearer!


Gabe: Chill out! It's okay.


Narrator: Mary wondered if this was some kind of prank and was kind of scared. 


Gabe:( Quickly reassuring) Don't worry, Mary, God thinks you're pretty cool.  You're gonna have a baby, and you're supposed to name him Jesus. He'll be nicknamed God Himself's Son! God will give him the authority over God's people as he gave Jesus' ancestor  King David this power.  His rule will never end. 


Mary: I don't get it.  I'm not even married.


Gabe: God will be with you and give you His strength. God can do anything.


Mary: I'll do what God wants.  Whatever you say.


Scene: 2


Narrator: Around that time President Agustus decided that he wanted to take a cencus of his country.  Everyone was supposed to go to the town where they were born to register.  Joseph went from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  He took Mary with him.


She was expecting her kiddo any time. 





Mary and Joseph hail a taxi and then arrive at a hotel.








 But when they got there, the hotels were loaded, so they had to stay in a barn.  


Mary and Joseph knock at the hotel.


Joseph:Shoot! I forgot to make reservations!


After a long time of  waiting at the front desk the clerk comes out.


Clerk:I know what you want, but no! No can do!And no, it's not my problem.


Clerk hurries out in a huff, muttering to himself.


Joseph:(desparately)Wait! Come back! Halt! Whoa boy! Stop in your tracks! We need your help!


Clerk:No, no, and no. Get the picture!?


Joseph:But my wife! She's, ah, sorta, um, gonna have a baby kinda soon?


Clerk:(heaving a huge sigh) Well then I'll have to help you, won't I? The best I can do is stick you out in the barn. 


Joseph:That'll do. (he does a double take) BARN?!


 Clerk: Yeah, yeah, I know, kinda wierd, but we had the thing built because of all the tourists coming from the Middle East tracking in all their stupid Arabian horses.





Scene 3


Narrator:While they were there, Mary had her baby. 


Mary:What'll we do to keep him warm?


Joseph:Um, let's see. How about, how about. . .this ratty old horse blanket! Yeah! That's it!


Narrator:So they wrapped the baby in an old blanket; the king of the earth. . .the universe, in a smelly barn full of tourists' Arabians and no receiving blanket. Not even a bed!


Mary:Uh-oh.


Joseph:Huh?


Mary: Now what'll we do for a crib?


Joseph:(groans)Wait!(he brightens) Will this feed box work?





Scene 4


Narrator:That same night, in a field outside Bethlehem, some sheep ranchers were keeping an eye on their sheep. (ranchers are hanging around with sheep, doing normal stuff) Suddenly, one of God's angels turned up out of no where! (angel appears)


Rancher:Whoa! 


Angel: What's up, Guys?


Rancher:What in tarnation!?


Angel: Okay, so it's not every day that an angel shows up.


