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Stand-Up Comedy
Comedy has been a huge genre in almost every sort of medium of entertainment since the Greek era.  Only in the past couple decades has stand-up comedy become such a huge hit.  The basic concept behind stand-up is to tell an ordinary everyday story in a humorous way.  There are many forms of stand-up comedy as well, such as ventriloquism and improvisation.
Stand-up comedy is basically a person standing up in front of an audience telling everyday stories in an amusing fashion.  These stories could be jokes with an implied meaning or just something that you would hear that would normally make you laugh.

For effect, some comedians will add goofy sounds or do witty impressions of someone else or of themselves.  Stand-up comedians also change their voice tones to get a laugh out of a crowd.  For example, a comedian might say something like, “Yeah…Uh huh…Listen to that mother of two,” but put an extra oomph into the “listen to that mother of two” bit.
Another big thing stand-up comedians prefer to do to get a laugh is to begin telling a story, go off on a rant about something else that partly relates to the original story, and then maybe get back to the first account.  A fine illustration of this can be seen here:  “Now this is New York.  This is like the house music capitol.  ‘You got to work it!  You got to push it!’  I don’t gotta do anything!  I don’t like being ordered around by my music.  This one guy…The worst guy in the music…The Yanni man.  You know Yanni.  Right?  First of all, anyone that looks like a magician and doesn’t do magic, I don’t like.  I don’t even like magic…I hate it…But I love the word ‘Tada’.  I love that word.  I don’t get to say it.  I don’t do any magic.  You can’t just go around saying, ‘Tada.  Tada.  Tada.’  The only time I can say it is when I do something really stupid, or really surprising.  Like, if I go out drinking all night and I come home and I still got some money…Tada.”*  This comedian starts off by talking about music, but quickly changes to the subject of magic and then the word “tada”.
Ventriloquists are another popular form of stand-up comedy.  This is where the performer is on stage in front of an audience, but instead talking to the crowd, he talks to a puppet, or “dummy”.  The voice of the dummy is provided by the comedian but the comedian does not move his mouth so that the illusion of the dummy actually talking on its own is created.  The basic premise though is still to tell amusing stories.

Improvisation is probably the most popular forms of stand-up comedy to date.  In this style of stand-up, performers are given a certain topic and then just make up what they say about the topic as they go along.  The best example of improvisation would be the hit television show Saturday Night Live.

Comedy is a big part of the entertainment world.  It has been around for millenniums.  But, in just the past few decades has stand-up become such a widely accepted form of comedy.

* - Dave Attell Performing on Comedy Central Presents.
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