The 2003 Movie eAwards (The Gazzas)

2004 was another interesting year at the movies, with the box office dominated by a swathe of sequels.  But one sequel ruled them all, and it is The Return of the King that follows its predecessors by dominating the Gazzas with 13 nominations.  Trailing behind were the little seen surprises 25th Hour (7 nominations) and Whale Rider (6 nominations).  Who scooped the big (and not so big) awards?  The complete list of nominees and winners is here:
Best Film
Punch Drunk Love

25th Hour

Matrix Reloaded

Whale Rider

WINNER: The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King

Peter Jackson’s closure to his epic trilogy was far and away the movie event of the year.  The implications of this achievement will reverberate around the world of cinema for many years to come.  Outstanding.

Last Year’s Winner: The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers

Best Actor
Daniel Day-Lewis (Gangs of New York)

WINNER: Johnny Depp (Pirates of the Caribbean: Curse of the Black Pearl)

George Clooney (Intolerable Cruelty)

Sean Penn (Mystic River)

Andy Serkis (The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King)

There were some great performances this year but Johnny Depp’s memorable Jack Sparrow was the defining element of what would otherwise have been an unmemorable film.

Last Year’s Winner: Russell Crowe (A Beautiful Mind)
Best Actress
Romala Garrai (I Capture the Castle)

WINNER: Keisha Castle-Hughes (Whale Rider)

Alison Lohman (Matchstick Men)

Evan Rachel Woods (Thirteen)

Renee Zellwegger (Cold Mountain)
It was a great year for young female roles and this category whilst Woods’ work was more powerful, it is young Keisha Castle-Hughes’  performance that left a more last impression on me.

Last Year’s Winner: Dame Judi Dench (Iris)
Best Director
Paul Thomas Anderson (Punch Drunk Love)

Spike Lee (25th Hour)
Nikki Caro (Whale Rider)

Joel Coen (Intolerable Cruelty)

WINNER: Peter Jackson (The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King)

Jackson makes it three years out of three.  Enough said.

Last Year’s Winner: Peter Jackson (The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers)

Best Ending 

X2
Identity

WINNER: Matchstick Men

Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World
The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King

There weren’t that many mind-blowing endings this year, and while the end of The Return of the King was great, the closure of Matchstick Men was for the most intriguing.
Last Year’s Winner: Mulholland Drive

Best Film Nobody Saw 

A Mighty Wind
Punch Drunk Love

25th Hour

WINNER: Whale Rider
Touching the Void

Five of the best films of the year went virtually unnoticed by the majority of viewers and the very best of these was the stunning Whale Rider.

Last Year’s Winner: Last Orders

Best Music

Chicago

Catch Me If You Can
A Mighty Wind
School of Rock

WINNER: The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King

Tough call between the whimsical folk of A Mighty Wind and the sweeping score of The Return of the King.  Howard Shore’s orchestrations just sneak home because there’s simply more of it!

Last Year’s Winner: The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers

Best Special Effects 

The Matrix Reloaded

Hulk

The Matrix Revolutions

Master and Commander

WINNER: The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King

Gollum and co. fight off Neo and Smith to bag yet another one  for the King

Last Year’s Winner: The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers

Sexiest Female 

Brittany Murphy (8 Mile)

Famke Janssen (X2)

Heather Graham (Anger Management)

Naomi Watts (21 Grams)

WINNER: Zooey Deschanel (Elf)

Watts tries for back to back wins in this category, but the upset  winner is Zooey Deschanel’s lovely shop assistant dressed in that little green elf outfit who followed her man all the way to North Pole.

Last Year’s Winner: Naomi Watts (as Betty Elms / Diane Selwyn in Mulholland Drive)

Best Male Role Model 

Wolverine (X2)
WINNER: Jim’s Dad (American Pie: The Wedding)
Lt. A. K. Waters (Tears of the Sun)
Charles Howard (Seabiscuit)
Aragorn (The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King)
Eugene Levy fights off the tough challenge from two time winner Viggo Mortensen, primarily because Jim’s Dad manages to spend a little bit more time at home with his family (not that he wouldn’t take the Paths of the Dead too, if he had to).

Last Year’s Winner: Viggo Mortensen (as Aragorn in The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers)

Best Couple 

WINNER: Adam Sandler / Emily Watson (Punch Drunk Love)

Adam Sandler / Marisa Tomei (Anger Management)

Jason Biggs / Alyson Hannigan (American Pie: The Wedding)

George Clooney / Catherine Zeta-Jones (Intolerable Cruelty)

Viggo Mortensen / Liv Tyler (The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King)
Adam Sandler confirms his status as an unlikely romantic lead with two nominations and takes the award with Emily Watson for their bizarre but warm pairing in the very odd Punch Drunk Love.
Last Year’s Winner: Jake Gyllenhaal / Lena Malone (Donnie Darko)
Best Script 

Louis Begley / Alexander Payne / Jim Taylor (About Schmidt)
David Benioff (25th Hour)
Witi Ihimaera / Niki Caro (Whale Rider)
Robert Ramsey / Matthew Stone / Ethan Coen / Joel Coen (Intolerable Cruelty)
WINNER: J R R Tolkien / Fran Walsh / Philippa Boyens / Peter Jackson (The Return of the King)
Another award for the foursome who took a great book and turned it into great movie

Last Year’s Winner: Tolkien / Walsh / Boyens / Jackson (The Two Towers)

Best Villain 

WINNER: William Cutter (Gangs of New York)

Samara (The Ring)
Sniper (Phone Booth)

Agent Smith (The Matrix Reloaded)
Sauron (The Return of the King)
The very best villains have complicated motivations for their actions.  Daniel Day-Lewis’s Cutter takes the prize on the strength of THAT speech in the room.  Emotional stuff, but he’s still as nasty as they come.

Last Year’s Winner: Jason Isaacs as Lucius Malfoy (Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets)

Coolest Fight 

WINNER: Nightcrawler v Secret Service (X2)

Neo v Smith (Matrix Reloaded)

Juni v Demetra (Spy Kids 3D)

Bride v Go Go Yubari (Kill Bill: Volume One)

Eowyn / Merry v Witch King (The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King)
The opening sequence of the X-Men sequel got the film off to a cracking start, with the misguided Nightcrawler bamboozling the president’s guards with his line-of-sight teleportation.

Last Year’s Winner: Yoda v Count Dooku (Attack of the Clones)

Best Supporting Actor 

WINNER: Luis Guzman (Punch Drunk Love)

Philip Seymour Hoffman (25th Hour)

Luis Guzman (Anger Management)

Sam Rockwell (Matchstick Men)

William H. Macy (Seabiscuit)

This one’s gotta go to Guzman.  His turn as Adam Sandler’s bewildered co-worker was brilliant especially as most of it was done with very little dialogue.

Last Year’s Winner: Andy Serkis (The Two Towers)

Best Supporting Actress 

Zooey Deschanel (The Good Girl)

Anna Paquin (25th Hour)

Romala Garrai (Nicholas Nickleby)

Marcia Gay Harden (Mystic River)

WINNER: Natalie Portman (Cold Mountain)

The only award that goes out this award-hungry epic is handed to Portman for her emotional segment as the desperate baby-protecting young widow.

Last Year’s Winner: Miranda Otto (The Two Towers)

Best Cameo 

Matt Damon (Confessions of a Dangerous Mind)

Seann William Scott (Old School)

Woody Harrelson (Anger Management)

WINNER: Lou Ferrigno (Hulk)

Elijah Wood (Spy Kids 3D)

As most of us only really know the cartoony TV incarnation of The Hulk, it was great to see big Lou getting an appearance in Ang Lee’s very different movie version.

Last Year’s Winner: Steven Spielberg (Austin Powers in Goldmember)
Best Kid 

Cian McCormack (Gangs of New York)

Keely Purvis (X2)

WINNER: Keisha Castle-Hughes (Whale Rider)

Courtney Jines (Spy Kids 3D)

Brian Falduto (School of Rock)

In a historical first, Keisha Castle-Hughes manages to win two awards in the same year for exactly the same role.  Class.

Last Year’s Winner: Liliana Mumy (The Santa Clause 2)

Best Cinematography 

Michael Ballhaus (Gangs of New York)
Rodrigo Prieto (25th  Hour)
Tom Stern (Mystic River)
Russel Boyd (Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World)
WINNER: Andrew Lesnie (The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King)
Three out of three for Lesnie who has helped to make that New Zealand scenery a movie star in its own right.

Last Year’s Winner: Andrew Lesnie (The Two Towers)

Best Trailer 

Matrix Reloaded

Finding Nemo

Kill Bill: Volume One
WINNER: The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King

The Last Samurai
The undisputed movie experience of the year started early with the spine-tingling anticipation of this trailer.

Last Year’s Winner: The Two Towers

Most Unmemorable Film 

Two Week’s Notice

The Recruit

Buffalo Soldiers

WINNER: Hollywood Homicide

SWAT

Hollywood who?

Last Year’s Winner: Charlotte Gray

Worst Film 

Final Destination 2
Far from Heaven

Maid in Manhattan

WINNER: To Kill a King

Bad Boys II

This tale of political intrigue in Revolution era England was so dull I slept through most of it and has been the only film in the last five years I have left early.  Must be pretty bad to ward off the twin horrors of Maid in Manhattan and Far from Heaven.

Last Year’s Winner: Collateral Damage
Weakest Plot 

The Hours

Far from Heaven

WINNER: Charlie’s Angels: Full Throttle
Bad Boys II

Zatoichi
Five plotless wonders here, but it was the worst culprit was the loosely connected collection of MTV music videos that called itself Charlie’s Angels: Full Throttle.
Last Year’s Winner: Morvern Callar
Worst Couple 

Jake Gyllenhaal / Jennifer Aniston (The Good Girl)
Leonardo Di Caprio / Cameron Diaz (Gangs of New York)
Leonardo Di Caprio / Amy Adams (Catch Me If You Can)

WINNER: Ralph Fiennes / Jennifer Lopez (Maid in Manhattan)
Keanu Reeves / Carrie Ann Moss (The Matrix Reloaded)
Ralph and Jen steal this award away from double nominated Leo for their ridiculous Prince Charming meets Cinderella effort in a New York hotel.

Last Year’s Winner: Matt Damon / Franka Potente (The Bourne Identity)

Worst Director 

Wayne Wang (Maid in Manhattan)

Mike Barker (To Kill a King)

Tom Shadyac (Bruce Almighty)

Ron Shelton (Hollywood Homicide)

WINNER: Michael Bay (Bad Boys II)

Big budget butcher Michael Bay takes this one for making a complete hash of what should have been a sure-fire action hit.

Last Year’s Winner: Andrew Davis (Collateral Damage)

Worst Movie Everyone Saw 

Bringing Down the House

WINNER: Bruce Almighty

Charlie’s Angels: Full Throttle
Bad Boys II

Love Actually
Jim Carrey’s brush with divinity was a terrible piece of lazy film-making but it still ended up as one of his highest grossing films.

Last Year’s Winner: Scooby Doo

Most Far Fetched Idea 
Jennifer Aniston would fall for Jake Gyllenhaal! (The Good Girl)
You can say yes to everyone’s prayers without causing a paradox! (Bruce Almighty)
WINNER: You would EVER eat dog droppings! (American Pie: The Wedding)
Miami police invade Cuba and take on an army! (Bad Boys II)
Anthony Hopkins is really a negro! (The Human Stain)
I’m sorry, but there is no way that anybody (even Stifler) would ever consciously eat a handful of the dog’s business, just to keep the peace with somebody’s in-laws.

Last Year’s Winner: People can just wander up to Charleton Heston’s house and get an interview (Bowling for Columbine)

Worst Trailer 

The Hours

The Recruit

LXG

Tomb Raider: Cradle of Life

WINNER: Ned Kelly

The Ned Kelly story already sounded like a dodgy one to be turning into a movie but this trailer did nothing to even try and make it sound interesting.

Last Year’s Winner: Treasure Planet

