STRATEGIC PRINCIPLES OF WAR
(Developed by Dr. J.L. Strange, Marine Corps War College)

1. Know your Enemy, Yourself, and Allies (also Potential Enemies and Allies).

2. Determine the Nature of the Conflict.

3.   Identify Enemy and Friendly Centers of Gravity (and Critical Vulnerabilities).
4. Know and Respect the Limits of Military Power.

· Order of Battle/Physical Limitations.

· Hearts and Minds Limitations.

5. Ponder:

· Relationship between Military Victory and Political End State.

· Assumptions (Validity and Criticality).

· Alternative Strategies in case of Failure (at any point).

· Odds for Victory.

6. Proceed – or Not – Accordingly:

· Without modifications.

· With modifications.

· OR, do not proceed.

7. Operate IAW Holistic and Synergistic Military Effectiveness and Coherent Actions at 

All Levels of War/ MOOTW (Political, Strategic, Operational, and Tactical).

