World War II – Strategic Events

EUROPE
1 Sep – 5 Oct 39
Blitzkrieg in Poland

Sep 39 – May 40
Sitzkrieg in the West

30 Nov – 12 Mar 40
Russo – Finnish War

9 Apr – 9 Jun 40
Germany invades Denmark and Norway

10 May – 21 June 40
Battle of Flanders/Battle of France

10 June 40

Italy enters war

8 Aug – 30 Oct 40
Battle of Britain

Nov 40 – May 41
Blitz

1939–1945

Battle of the Atlantic

28 Oct 40

Italy invades Greece

Sep 40 – Dec 41
Fight for the Mediterranean/North Africa

11 Mar 41

US Lend Lease Act

6 Apr – 31 May 41
Germany invades Yugoslavia, Greece, and Crete

22 June 41

Operation Barbarossa

9-12 Aug 41

Atlantic Conference

6 Dec 41 – Feb 42
Russian Counteroffensive

11 Dec 41

Germany and Italy declare war on US

Dec 41 – Jan 42

Arcadia Conference

Jan – Jun 42

North Africa – Advantage Rommel

Aug 42 – May 43
North Africa – Advantage Montgomery/Patton

Jun 42 – Feb 43

German Summer Off. in Russia – Stalingrad

Jan 43


Casablanca Conference

May 43


Trident Conference

1943–1945

Combined Bomber Offensive

9 Jul – 17 Aug 43
Battle of Sicily

Sep 43 – May 45
Battle of Italy

Jul – Nov 43

Battle of Kursk/Russian Summer Offensive

6 Jun 44

D-Day

Jun – Sep 44

Liberation of France

16 Dec – 16 Jan 45
Ardennes Campaign

Oct 44 – Apr 45

Russian conquest of Eastern Europe

Jan – May 45

Allies drive on Germany

8 May 45

Germany surrenders

PACIFIC
19 Sep, 1931

Japan invades Manchuria 
Jul 37


Japan commences conquest of China

May – Sep 39

Nomonhan Incident – Russia vs. Japan (nonaggr. pact, Apr, 41)

7 Dec 41

Pearl Harbor

Dec 41-May 42

Japan – Victory Fever

7-8 May 42

Battle of the Coral Sea

4-6 June 42

Battle of Midway

Aug 42-Feb 43

Guadalcanal Campaign

Jan 43 – Aug 45
SWPA Drive – New Guinea, New Britain, Solomons, Philippines 

Nov 43 – Jun 45
Central Pacific Drive – Gilberts, Marshalls, Marianas, Iwo, Okinawa

Dec 42 – Aug 45
China-Burma-India

19-21 Jun 44

Battle of the Philippine Sea

23-25 Oct 44

Battle of Leyte Gulf

6/9 Aug - 2 Sep 45
A-bombs/War Termination - Japan surrenders

Carrier Warfare/Submarine Warfare/Amphibious Warfare/Strategic Bombing/Logistic Support/Intelligence

ORIGINS AND CONDUCT OF WORLD WAR II

Chris Gregor, January 2000

I. Overview of the World Situation, 1919 – 1932

A. Versailles

B. Pacifism, Disarmament, Isolationism

C. Worldwide Depression

D. Internal National Conflicts

II. Hitler and the Nazis to Power, Germany, 1933

A. Consolidation of Power

B. Gleichschaltung

C. Loyalty of the Army

III. Setting the Stage, 1933-1936

A. Three Goals: Domestic Preparation, Freedom of Action, Testing other Powers

B. Rearmament, March , 1935

C. The Rhineland, March, 1937

D. Aid to Spain, 1936-1939

IV. Hitler’s Strategy

A. The Goal

B. The Strategy

V. Executing the Plan, 1937-1939

A. Anschluss, Austria, March, 1938

B. Munich, September, 1938

C. Occupation of Czechoslovakia, March, 1939

D. Pact of Steel, May, 1939

E. German-Russian Nonaggression Pact, August, 1939

VI. War in Europe,  1 September, 1939

VII.
Japan and the Domination of Asia

A. Manchuria, September 1931

B. Anti-Comintern Pact, November, 1936

C. War with China, September, 1937

D. Border Hostilities with Russia, 1938-1939

E. Indochina and US Warning, June-September, 1940

F. Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis, September, 1940

G. Decision for War, November, 1941

H. Pearl Harbor, December, 1941

