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Sniper Operations

There is no hunting like the hunting of man, and those who have hunted armed men long enough and liked it, never care for anything else thereafter."
-Ernest Hemingway

The primary mission of a sniper in combat is to support combat operations by delivering precise long-range fire on selected targets. By this, the sniper creates casualties among enemy troops, slows enemy movement, frightens enemy soldiers, lowers morale, and adds confusion to their operations. The secondary mission of the sniper is collecting and reporting battlefield information. 

a. A well-trained sniper, combined with the inherent accuracy of his rifle and ammunition, is a versatile supporting arm available to an infantry commander. Simply the number of casualties he inflicts upon the enemy cannot measure the importance of the sniper. Realization of the sniper's presence instills fear in enemy troop elements and influences their decisions and actions. A sniper enhances a unit's firepower and augments the varied means for destruction and harassment of the enemy. Whether a sniper is organic or attached, he will provide that unit with extra supporting fire. The sniper's role is unique in that it is the sole means by which a unit can engage point targets at distances beyond the effective range of the M16 rifle. This role becomes more significant when the target is entrenched or positioned among civilians, or during riot control missions. The fires of automatic weapons in such operations can result in the wounding or killing of noncombatants. 

b. Snipers can be used in all levels of conflict. This includes conventional offensive and defensive combat in which precision fire at long range is delivered to important targets. It also includes combat patrols, ambushes, counter-sniper operations, forward observation elements, military operations in urbanized terrain, and retrograde operations in which snipers are part of forces left in contact or as stay-behind forces. 

Snipers work and train in 2-man teams. Each member of the sniper team has specific responsibilities. Only through repeated practice can the team begin to function properly. Responsibilities of team members areas follows: 

a. The sniper--

· Builds a steady, comfortable position. 

· Locates and identifies the designated target. 

· Estimates the range to the target. 

· Dials in the proper elevation and windage to engage the target. 

· Notifies the observer of readiness to fire. 

· Takes aim at the designated target. 

· Controls breathing at natural respiratory pause. 

· Executes proper trigger control. 

· Follows through. 

· Makes an accurate and timely shot call. 

· Prepares to fire subsequent shots, if necessary. 

b. The observer--

· Properly positions his team. 

· Selects an appropriate target. 

· Assists in range estimation. 

· Calculates the effect of weather conditions on ballistics. 

· Reports sight adjustment data to the sniper. 

· Uses the M49 observation telescope for shot observation. 

· Analyzes performance. 

Equipment:
· M24 Sniper Weapons System
· M203 Grenade Launcher
· M82 Barrett 50 cal Sniper Rifle
· M9 9mm Pistol
· M49 Spotting Scope
· Ghillie Suit
