Hard Drive Recovery

Drive Recovery

Regularly back up your documents. Make sure you keep all the software installation disks that came with your computer, and the driver disks for hardware such as your printer, sound card, graphics card and modem, and any other peripherals that you may have added. Most important of all, make sure  that you have a working Windows start- up BOOT disk. If you are running Windows 95, then once you have made the start up disc, you will have to search for a file called MSCDEX, you can find it either in your Registry or in windows itself, make a copy of this and transfer it onto your floppy boot disk, this is only applicable in earlier versions of Windows 95 or 3.1 Later versions IE: CD  will contain this file and will automatically include it when you make a boot disk, if however you do not posess OS2.fret not if you have a friend who runs 98, then get them to create a boot disc for you.

OK, shut down your computer normally, re-start your computer in DOS mode. You’ll be greeted by an A:/ prompt. Instead of a mouse and drop down menu, you’ll be using a command line interface to tell the computer what to do, in other words you will be typing in instructions. Type in C:/ and press return.

You should see:

C/

Next type in format C:/ and press return with no space between format and C:/ Drive designation letters are case sensitive, the prompt you will then receive is warning this will erase all data on drive C do you wish to continue? Y/N

Type in Y and watch as your hard drive formats, formatting is the removal of data from a physical drive (Bet you wished you’d remembered to back up all your porn on disk at this time LMFAO), Therefore once you have formatted will be no data left on it, which is not really strictly true as there are DOS commands that will recover it as it only shifts it to another file allocation table (FAT) Although I wont go into that here. This process will take a while depending on what size of hard drive you have, so go for a beer or two and leave your computer to do what you have told it to do.

OK so you’ve wiped your hard drive what now? You need to install the operating system back in and all the drivers for your hardware. Shut down your computer insert your boot floppy and start your computer again( your comp recognizes either a floppy drive or a zip drive as a boot drive so you can use either).

You will receive the A:/> prompt again( Worth noting 98 users, you will be offered a choice of 5 commands,) click on command1 with CD ROM support everyone else will have to type in D:/ then hit return ( This is the interesting part because this is what the MSCDEX file does that I told you to transfer to your boot disk earlier, hope you remembered because if you didn’t now you are well buggered LOL)

If you forgot then you are a twat and it means that you will have to go into your bios to try to get it to recognise your D, or CD drive,****CAUTION**** if you don’t know anything about BIOS leave it alone and get a grown up from your local comp shop to do it for you or make you a BOOT disk and that will teach you to pay attention in future LMFAO. Anyway all being well you should be looking at the D:/ prompt. Type in setup and press return, windows will now load off of your CD that you have just put in.

I’m not going to go into monkeying about with your BIOS here because sure as God made little green apples one of you will go in stumbling about blindly clicking this and that DUH WOT DOES THIS DO?? And you will end up totally bolloxing your comp.

If it won’t recognise your D:/ prompt there are a few reasons why:

1: You are a twat and didn’t copy the MSCDEX file to your BOOT disk.

2: Your hard drive has been partitioned ie: your hard drive has been split into two or more drives, usually because earlier versions of Windows 95 were only FAT 16 enabled, in other words the bios would only recognise a 16 bit file allocation table so………it wouldn’t recognise a hard drive greater than 2.1 gig, so if you have a bigger drive installed, there is a good chance that it has been divided into two or more drives.

Windows by default makes your primary drive your C drive, so if you have more than1 partition then these take preferance regarding drive letter designation to your peripherals ie: CD ROM Writer, Zip Drive etc etc.

So if your BIOS won’t recognise the prompt D:/ then presuming your not an idiot and you didn’t wipe your hard drive without a boot disk with CD-ROM support then try the next designation letter down ie: E:/ setup.

Time to bugger off down the pub again while Windoze installs itself again. Once it has it will search for new hardware (a little tip) DON’T LET IT!!!!!! In the prompt box tick on have disk then if it’s a floppy then direct windoze to the exe file or if it’s a CD then D etc etc…………………HAPPY FORMATTING
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