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Chatcncau I: rontenac
inoldQuebec

Scenesfromthe T7mp/<o
Fami{y triP to Canada:
Reenactors atOld Fort
Yorkin T oronto,
Canada, fire muskets
(right).
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A blue Buick pulls up to
the extremely posh and
beautiful Chateau
Frontenac hotel in old
Quebec city. Chuck
emerges and hands over
his keys to the doorman.
Trained to avoid showing
adverse reactions to the
overstuffed car, the doorman politely opens the doors of
the car for the three women inside. Struggling beneath
bags or boxes of booty, Chuck's mom Marcelle Timpko,
their cousin Marie Link, and his wife Denise slowly
emerge.

Minutes |atcr, ladenwith an overdoad of Canadian
treasures, the party enterthe chateau. Ggpsies, Denise
thinks, we're Amen’canggpsie& Looking atthe beautiful
dccor, she hopcs she'll make it to the hotel room without
triPPir\g, Fa”ing, orcloing somethir\g else awkward or
cmbarrassing. ]:ollowing the bellmanwholeads the way
comciclentlg totheirroom Pushing acartfull of a
collection o\cluggagc, boxes of books, and the bags of
Provisions, inc[uding the two bottles of quuor, forthe 14~
&ag vacation, Denise worries again whatwould haPPen if
the Americans atthe bordcrt]ﬂc‘g‘n crossin? da‘gs

discoverthe
liquor.OF
course, she
alwags worries.
Putsheis
very c]e]cinitely
imprcsscc{,
evenmore so
when(Chuck
and she reach
theirhotel
room. Tlﬁc room overooks the hill to the fort and has a
wonderfulview of the wide hotel boardwalk above the

American GgPsics Hit

Roa

NonNPARTIAL OBSERVER ExcLUSIVE TO TiMPko NEwS

St.| awrence River. A&chlﬁucl(tiPs the bellmanandhe

leaves, she says" 777/5 is ahotel room.” Chuck agrees.
AFtcrsct‘tingdown the Paraplwenaha acquircd ina long
triP, tl'xeg unPack and arrange tomeet Marce“e and

Marie at theirroom.
Marce”e and Marie Praise Chucklcorca”ingthe

hotel the &ag beforeto getreservations (Previous

CONTNUEDONPACE S

To A" Thosc Wl'wo Entcr
Chez Timpko

You are NOT welcome here. | repeat
yow are NOT welcome to my house.
Please Leave. (mmediatch. Now.
Right away. Forever.

ndeed, | must protest this huge
crowd. How could you be so fooled
by the invitations you mistakenly
received from my pets? For those of
you who are owned by felines,
shame on you for deserting them.
Shame! The only people for whom |
feel sorry ave those who are owned
by dogs. Dogs, of course, NEVER
adequately train their humans.

Do NOT sit on any of my chairs.
Be warned: If you dare to sit on wme,
you will know the torment of my
hiss.

Cinnamon, the Beautiful, Timpko
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T he T ruth Behind the Farty:

Rare lntcrvicw with Chcmc Charlcs Michacl and His Wife

"(Oreanization is the answerto everything,”
Org h ything,
says Chef(Chares Michaelonthe evening
of December 12,2003, onlg 22 hours
before the TimPko holiclag party begins
Calm and collected, ChefCharles
Michael checks his scheclule, whichis
mcticulous[(j arranged accordingto dag,
time, and recipe He Presorts the Photo-
coPics of the rcciPcs he collected c}un'ngthc
Pastycarortlwc ones that met his criteria for
inclusion: his own taste, Populan’tg among,
guests, and, most impor‘tant, successin
PreParing. O}C course, the numberofguests
who said tl’]cg would attend the Par‘tg
factors greatlg into the choice of recipesA
Forexample, it determines how many times
he makesa reciPc. ]Fthc numbcro?gucsts
is high, he may prepare a Particu]ardish two

ormore times. |n addition, the rccipes he

ghﬁiihajz;ﬂf::d prepares also dePcncl onwhetherorhow )Crequentlg the
_justbcgizning to items aPPcarcd inthe menus forthe last couplc opycars‘
preparca dish ”Bcingdclicious and Popu[arwftlﬁgucsts doesnot

guarantee thata reciPc will appearon this year's menu,”
the chef remarks, ”A]Ctera”, the menu must vary to avoid
boredom. The on!g reoccurring item on the menuis ham,

whichwe Purchasc deboned and sliced.”
ChefChares Michael keeps a 3ear~bg-3ear]ogmc

menu items so that he know which gearhc made anitem.

"'m not a meat and potatoes kind olcguy. |like to eat
new c]isl'ves, and I certainly like to make new dishes.”

FrcParations forthe party bcgim inearmestaweek
before the Part3 when the chef makes his final menu
choices, the C]ﬂﬁstmas treeis Purclﬂasccl and decorated,
andallthe holiday decorations are unearthed. On the
Thurs&ag before the party thisyear, his wife came
downstairs tofind that the dining roomtable, which had
beenmoved into the Family roomthe Previous nigl’vt, held
avast collection of scrvingdishcs and pots and pans
cachlabeled very neatlg with Printecl signs indicatingthe
menu item it would be used for.

"Thisis wlwg | rarc[y cook," she comments,
"althougl'x Cl’xelc Char{es Micl']ael has allowed oreven
asked me to cook some items forthe party in Prcvious
years. Mg sense o{:organization comesinto Plag cluring
writing, notin Prcpaﬁnglcooc{ foran incrcasingly largcr

Par‘t\tj.This would be asad holidag party if[hadto

Wl’]@n asked what she doesforthe Par‘tg, the chef's
wife admits, “Somctimcs | wonder."

”Fick up the hamand turkcy and buy ice," she
muses. "Olc course, there's a[wags the menuand
ncwslcttcrthing | excel atsilliness. Actua”g, thisis my
thi rt9~eight}1 yearo{: writing, newsletters. Tl’ve first
ncws|cttcrl createdforfriends when l was thirtccn,
which must have been the reason ]‘ve ended up writing
several newsletters in my career. ]’c was Aestingf‘

Chef(Chares Michael Points outthatthere are
Frequentlg ProoFreaclingerrors inthe C/"/ez 77:11,0;&0
News."Youleftouta couplc of dishesin Prcvious
years."

"\Whichis W]’1\Lj you Proogrcac{ the newsletter now.”

”f‘lmm.”

OPPosites, theg say, attract: the extremelg orga-

nized chef and his less organizcc{ wife would aPPcarto

be oPPosites exce[:’tfortheirmutua[ attractionto art,
booi(s, and each other.

The c/car/y labeled serving dishes and cake pans ChefCharles
Michael's wife found T/vursc/ay morning

T ouch Not the Books!

organize and cook the feast.”



AMERICAN GYPSIES / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

reservations CISCW}’]CFC l’?ad }DCCH mistal(cnlg cancclcd)

and Forc]iscoveringthe &eeP
discountoffered toguests whoare
members of American Association
of Retirecl Fersons (AARF)

”]‘m a mcmbcrogAAKF,
too," Denise mentions, 1hut l don't

have my card with me.”

"We", we did getthe AAA
discount,” Chucl( rcplies. "T]ﬂat‘s
notasgreat, butitis a discount.”

Denise nodsherhead. "The
first thing ]‘mgoing to dowhenwe

get backisfind my AARF card

and Put itin my wallet.”

"Youare so n’ght," Denise
says, "and l‘ve beento everything
exccPt O’ctawa before. But l‘vc
seenlots more and done much
more than the first time. Andwe
clidn’tstay atthe Chateau
Frontenac when l was 17."

Three c{ags latcrast]ﬁcy
crossedintothe (_jnited States
burdened with even more bootg,
Denise thoughtabouttlﬁe wonderful
|ithogra|:>h of chbcc (inscience

fictionand Fantasy circlcs, a

"Youknow,"Marcelle changes the topic, "this hotel mundane piece of art) Packagecl securelg ontop of the
is the icingon the cake. We've loved everythir\gon this boxes between Marcelle and Marie, the tile of the

tﬁp: the ComingMuseum of Glass, Niagara I:aus,
T oronto, Ottawa, and Montreal, but debec is

absolutc[g the best.

Cl’xateau [Trontenac, andthe stained g!ass withascene of
the old citg, who the hell cares about |ooi<inglii<e
Americanggpsies? | canlive with that.

\/acation H{g/v/{g/vts: Because of the grcahcorcc ofthe Canadian
falls at Niagara, youcansee for miles the water tha fjcts into the
air(left). A c/osc—up view of the American falls (below).
Chuck in front of a stained, g/ass window by W#any inthe
ComingMuscum of Glass, Coming. New York.

Mary Jcmison, suéjcctof " Thc Taldng
of Ma:y Jcmison " Print by Robert

Gri)cﬁng in the upstairs CONTNLEDONPACE w

Denise Leads a
Pilgrimage

]nsPircd 53 herfascination with Jndians and Par‘ticularly withthe story of
Marg Jcmison, Deniseled Chuck Marcc”c, and Marieona Pilgﬁmagc to

| etchworth State Parkinthe (Genessee Riverva”eg, New York. Atthis Park
is a statue and t]ﬂegravc of Deh-he-wa-mis, otherwise known as the \White
Woman ofthe Genessee.

Marg \)cmison‘s Familg immlgratcd to Americain 1743. Marg was born
onboard sl'n'P asher]rish parents and si]:;lings neared the coasts of America.
They latersettled along March Creek Hollow outside whatis now
Gcttgsburg, chnsylvania. Ini 755 duﬂ'ngtlﬁc I:rcnclﬁ Americanwar, a band
of Senecandians caPturecl Marg‘s Familg, l«—:Pt Marg, andbutchered her
Parcnts and siblings CXCCPt fortwo olderbrothers who Cscapcd caPturc‘

AcloPtecl 133 the |ndians, Marg fived seventyeightgears withthe

Scnccas, married twice, and had several childr@n.As an old woman she told

VG )upaysygn | ponsosas sqqﬁfu I/V'o>lc/w! 1 | mope| [osua] ﬁc, ¢o07 @;qﬁfuﬁdoj
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Rosemary Addiction | eads to
Broken Ankle

Denise and herfriend Karen Smith breathedthe fresh
morning airon Sunc{ag,APﬂ'I 1%,200%,and felt
energizecl, neverguessingtlﬁatthe clag would turn sour.
They headed offforthe nurseryin Fairfaxwhere [ aren
had Purclﬁascd P[ants inthe Past. Dcnise wantedto Plant
rosemary, basil, CHI, and thgme, especiallg rosemary, in
hcrcrﬂargcd Frontgarderx

T he crowded nursery didn'twarn them. Nurseries
are alwags busg onbeautiful spn'rxgc{ags. Denise and
Karen eachtook one of the little red wagons the nursery
made available to customers and exPIorecl temPtinglg
hca[thg new Plants. Soon Dcnisc foundthe herbs she
was clesperatc to Purchase and thelamb's wool she
wanted to P[amt to discouragc rabbitsfrom eating HCWIH
emergecl tu[ips in thegarclen.As shegatherecl the P[ants,
the smellof rosemary inspircd dreams of fresh rosemary
bread that she would make in her breadmaker.

I couldeat rosemary bread every week, she told
herself.

5}16 and Ka renpu rchasedthe P]a ntsand an‘angecl
themin Karcn‘sjeep. Latc that a]ctcmoon, underthelast
rays of the bn’”iantly b]oomingsun, Denise ]:;egan
cheencul]g Planting the herbs and lamb's wool.

The Firstthingto doisto P!anttlﬁe rosemar, Denise
thought. l need to make sure it'sin agoocl spot where it
will receive lots of sun. She sank to herknees in her
tgPica! Hutzg mannerand began chgging. ]Fon[g ] didn't
sing like a Frogaﬂd off kcg, singingwould fit my mood.
51’16 Placed the first rosemary P|amt into the l’]olc, dug two
more ho!es, and Positioned the second and third
rosemary Plant&

She looked atherwatch. ]t was nearlg 7 p-m-
Chuck invited Karcn Fordinnertonight Oh,goodgﬂ’cg
I‘ve gottoget cleaned up-

1So hithere" K aren said as she walked across the
grass fromherhouse.

e

”Nccd ahand uP?"

1Sure, Denise said and stretched one hand to meet
Karen‘&

She bcgan torise andtried toget herfeetin
sta nc]ing Position. Shefeltunstead y, somethingtlﬁat was
alwags haPPeningthcsc daya Denise tried togeta firmer
hold on herfriend's arm. 5!’1@ very neaﬂg got up. But her
left [cg seemed notto go where she wanted it to go. This
is irritating, she told herself. Wl’]att}ne hellis the matter
with my left !eg? [Herankle kepttumir\gin. As she
grabbcd at Karcrx’s hand, herankle turedin again. Slwc

CONTNUEDONACE S
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Roman Cow |nvades

By DeHaTIM TimMPKO
ARoman gla&iatorcow invaded the once sacred haven
of Egy[:’tian fauxartifactsinlate DecemberZOOZ,
assuminga Position onthe house god sanctuary.

"]t‘s ike historg repeating itsel{:,” Tutankcowmon,
the E_ggptian cow, comments (orwould commentifhe
had brains and were alive). ”lt’s those K lauses. Theg
haveto gjve Chucka
(Christmas Prcsentolcthe
cow. ]t’s downright
heretical.”

"]‘m sure you don't
know what 'heer-eat-tickle’

means,” the Koman cow

responcls (orwoul& i)c,

ike the E_ggptian cow, he

hadthe requisite brains Roman gladiator cow
an c{ ]'ical th) cclgingout Tutankcowmon
"You can'teven

pronounce it,"
T utankcowmonijeers (orwould ifhe had the rcquisite
brains and hea[th) "Besicles, ]’m the best-dressed cow.”

" And gourpoint is..."

Attl']isj uncture, tl’xisjoumalistgave up imaginingthe
rest of the conversation. ]t‘s hard, actua”y, to know what
cows talk about, or would—we”, you know the rest.
However, thefact tl'vat\/\/alterancl Kitty Klauswere
involved has beenverified 53 the hostess of this party.

"Theirnames were on tl'xegi{:t tag,” she confirms.

So, that's itin a nutshell. ]maginc yourown cow

conversations. Youdon'tneed ajouma!ist forthat.

Klingon Bears (Gang (p

Sometime in the spring, probably when she was home
nursing a broken ankle, Denise purchased four Klingon
bears over the
internet from
Star Trek: The
Experience in
Las Vegas,
Nevada. One
she sent off as
agiftfora
friend, one
Chuck and
Denise are keeping, and the remaining two she's keeping

as upcoming presents for her grandnepthews and
grandniece.

Uﬂtiljust rccentlg, the Klingon bearsinhabited the
rocking chair. Now, however, theg’re resiclingon the
window sillinthe Fami[y room. Stop b}j tosay hello.



FcoP|c You May Mcct I{:
You're Sociable

HOIHH Far'tg

GeeGee&David Annunziata
Marc&Andrca Bccl( Z-Oo } C n u
Avrnie Bienvenue
Johﬂ Ey\/anessa Ca"cbaut H
DavideM rieC]e APPCtlzcrs

av @ m Rcd be" FCPPcr& [eta Cl’wccse DiP
Qn’c]ox]w)cua‘ia Camara ]:orest Mushroom Fastry Cups

atie Z! Is en BL—FR anC’"IDP
Brucels O’\i lteO"necsecake
DamG i

amy(_samett RoastPeefand Argu|a CrostiniwithQOlive-Red Fepper
%?;Cjébj;c Rclislﬁ

A\gnes Guerrero&|_awrence [ einstein
Co[iﬂ & ran F]c]mcr

APPIC Cuny Cl‘!utneg &fam 5Pirals
f:icsha Baskcts

BlueCheese APPctizchart

ﬁlf’%'”df’,ﬁtr DevledE ggs(Courtesy Kitty K laus)
ngelique| Jolister

Chris &Vickg G|as|ow E_ntrccs

Danny &Sallglngram L ) hF kS L e 5
Ji|Uol'mson asagnawitn [ in ‘ alI,ICC, ceks, & Dausage
Tom r 'ir dus Ju d SCl’xramm Lasagrxa ]:]orerxtlne with Frovo|one é*For’kabe"a
Gﬂ Clg H n?ska 7 Mushrooms

Slﬁaﬂta é»Saman Kamﬂaratnc Cl‘lici(cn &B rown Rice Salacl

Ruth & Keith Kist[er Bakecl "Heavenlg" Ham

Waltcrfy Kittg Kla us Bakchu&cy

Kicharcl & Kim Labash

\/cronique Lagrangc &Penoit Plarel

Side Dishes

Kcvi n Lconard LCmOWMiﬂtTabeUIChsalad

Brenda&_Joe Nardone Rice Saladwith [Teta, Citrus, &Mint
|_eahNoonan Kiclrx63 Bean Saladwith \Walnhut e Cilantro

F< Cameron N l’]@n

Faulé’Aly Fa?sons DCSSC rts

TomeN ancy Polesnak Banana Nut(C akewith Fcanutbuttcrfrosﬁng
Kog Fet’cis & Bever{ey Nicl—yols Q‘DCOIabc—FccanTart

Marianne Ey\/ﬁag RCddy Glngcr~Molasse5Cal<e

TonysDenice Santangelo Lemon-Foppgseecl Raspberry CoffeeCake
CaleSuzySerger |_ime Mousse (Cake

KarenSmitl’] SOUFQ'Cam COFF CCCa‘CC

Tom Subcr&Cary Gt FumP‘dn (Cheesccake with Bourbon Sour(Cream
Kcith &Diane Thomburg TOPP'g

Gi”” 31—1,“» ersch Butter])ecan Cheeseca‘cc with Chooolate G]aze
Eﬂi(a Tl’ﬂ riqlLLow tlwer APP]C Grmamon Sh‘ CUSCI O‘ICCSCCB‘(C

Ch uckTimPko (aka CheF Cl’larles Miclnae[)

DcmiscTimPko

Bob}:n &Stepl’]anie Yi

Things You Mag Need to Know

Coats may be placed in the Dinotopia Room
(upstairs, up two steps, door straight ahead).

Cinnamon and Camouflage have retired to
their boudoir (despite Cinnamon's protests).

Bathrooms are on every floor.

BEWARE: Rabid book collectors are here. Do
NOT touch the books.
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RoseMARY ADDICTION / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

felt hcrschFalling backward. Geez, |'m goingto fall
through the ho”ies; ancl, as thattl’lought cameto her, she
was Iying on thcgrounc* betweentwo hollies.

Karen came closerand tried again to helP l—yerup
While she was cloingthat, anman across the street
walked overandlentanotherhand. | he klut13 Denise
managed togetto hemceet, which Provecl tobe
somewhat Paimcu[.

The man from across the streetleftas quicklg ashe

came.

”Who is he? Karcn wondered.

Denise shook herhead. ”] don't know, but, thank
God, he came over.”

K aren agreed apll he!P you walk up the stairs.”

”l needto getmy cane.”

Karen Pickecl the cane up
from thegrouncl afewfeet away.

7T hisis the lasttime | dor't
use my cane,” Denise winced.

”You‘vc Probab|3 sPraincc{
3ouranl<!e You needto put ice
onit”

”Wc”, lct‘sgo int

The anklehurta lot, and
Dcnisc staged home the next c{ay
to keeP ice onit.

Tucsc{a\g came around, and
Denise feltsheneededto goto
work. ]t’sjust abad sPrain,
she toldherself. She rcpeatccl
tl'latagain on Weclnesclay and
Thursda ymoming, Asshewas
very slow!g walkingto the
Mcdical Ccntchctro stationfromheroffice, she came
toasuddenrealization. | his couldn't bejust abad
sprain.

1| think it miglﬁt be broken," she spokc outloud.
When shereachedthe Bethescla Metro stationwhere
she metDavid C|cm fortheirride back to Ashbum, she
decided thatitwas time to goto theu rgentcare clinic
and letthemtell herit wasjusta sPrain. When theg
reachedDenise's house, she immcdiatelg gotinto hercar
anddidn'teven go inside the house.

A half hourlaterthe doctorat the clinic returned
with the news. The ankle was broken, inseveral P!aces.
ltwasa spiral break and Denise needed togoto the
emergency room. Thc doctormentioned somcthimg
about osteoporosis and how Denise coulddieif ablood
dotwentto herheart.

Well, thisisa mess, | Denise tl'lougl’lt as she walked
tohercar. l‘d bettercall Clﬁuck before ] wanderoffto
l_ouc]oun Hospital Cer\bar.

Dcnisc receiveda Stonntroopcrbootatscpara te
appointmcnts during the whole ankle fiasco.

"(/lh, Chuck, you know my ankle? We”, ]’vejust
goneto the urgent care clinic and the doctortold me
that ] need togoto the emergencyroom andcan't pass
Go. ]’” ca“gou later.

Denise Forgotwlﬁerc the hospital waswhen slﬁcgot
tothe comerolCAsl’]bum Roacl and Route 7- Insteacl of
drivingdircctlﬂ across Route 7, she turned left on Route
7.5he Fina“g realized what she had done when she
reached Bc[mont Ridge Road.She maﬂaged totum
arOUﬂCL

Farking atthe hosPita! and s]owly walkir\g in,
Denise tlﬁoughtto lﬁersclxc, I haven't broken any bones
before. Wl’]ﬂ mustit haPPen when l‘m 507 ]‘ve alwags
thouglwt of brokenbones as beiﬂg somcthingyou doasa
kid orteenager, even t}nough I know that adults break
bones)ust as rcadily, Pcrhaps evenmore, CSPccia”9
considcringosteoporosis‘

Avo!unteergreetecl
herinthe hospital. How
can l helpyou’?“

”Wc“," Denise
responcls, “] have a broken
ankle.”

Awhcclclﬁairemcrgcc{
fromthe ether, and Denise
crjoycd beingwlﬁeclccl
aroundto various People in
the admit‘ting office.

Five hours latcr,
Cl'luckancl K aren showed
upto brfngDcnisc andher
carhome; C}nuck to
transport Denise,and
Ka rento drive hercar.

"The cloctorsaic”
needto have surgery, so I needto make an aPPointmcnt
withan osteopathic surgeon he recommended.®

Afterthe installation of a 6-inch |ongtitanium Platc
tohold herankle togetherwhile itwas healingand siX
lor\gwccks, Dcnise returned to work.

Whatdid she learn?

"] can'tdo crutches, and I needtouse abenchto
ECIP me getup when |'m workingin the garclen‘

"Also, I‘m Feeling ratherrobotic these c]ags,“ she
adc{s, ”But the Stormtrooperboots were almostworth it

alls

Book collectors believe that
cyctrac/cs may damagc spccia/ press

editions.
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PILGRIMAGE / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

herstory to_James [~ . Seaver,who Publishcd itin 1824
as The L/’Fe ofMaryJemison Marg diedin 18%3.

W]’y is [ Denise sointerestedin Marg and other
|ndian captive stories (her children's and adult !ibrarg
contains many books of such stories)? [First, such stories
are inhcreﬂtly c{ramatic; aﬂc’, seconc‘, hergr@ab
granclmotherwas l’]ahclnclian Denise discovered recentlg
that the tribe was Monacan, a tribe who lived in the
mountains of southern \/irginia andwhose Ianguage was
aSiouxJDased dialect.

Some yearsago Derise firstread MargJemison’s
storyin /nc/ian Ca/otivc, abook by | ois Lensl«', which
was clﬁarming[g flustrated by the author. \When Denise
read aboutthe statue of Marg in Letchworth State Fark,

it became a must-see event on the Timpko {:amily

vacation. For‘tunatelg, Chuck, Marce”e, and Marie
didnot mindgoingthcrc, The siglwt ofthe Genesee River
waterfall Preparecl them a bitfor Niagara Fa”s.

AndisDenise fulfilled 233 sceingthc statue, grave,
and Park?\/erg cle\cinitelg. Obsessive collectors of
books, art, and memorable travel are, after a”:
comp]ctists. She couldn'ttravel througlﬁ upstate Ncw
Yorkwithout stoPPingto secthe (Genessee Kiverva”eﬁ.
[t puts evcrgthingshc‘s read about Marg\)cmison in
Perspectivc Now she can envision herin the ﬁgl’xt
environment.

Jnthe upstairs ha”waﬂ, a [argc Print)cramed ingreen
clepicts Roberth’ging‘s Paintingca”ecl "The Ta‘dngoF
MaryJemison,”which Denise foundin Madison,
Wisconsin. When she saw it, she hadto buy itof course.
Suchisthe life of acollector.

Hcap Big Snow in 200%: | he Year of the Snow Shovel

Tk
Timpko
bacfyarcl
in winter
2003
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