Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing you to present myself as a candidate for the position of Technical Team Leader Desktop Computing at The Ontario Teachers' Pension Plan. I am a MBA graduate from the Richard Ivey School of Business. In addition to my solid academic standing, I have excellent work experience in the high-tech industry, both in North America and internationally. Throughout these experiences, I have demonstrated analytical ability, quantitative skills, teamwork, leadership, creativity and dedication to the quality of my work.

I strongly believe that I have the skills, education and work experience to excel in this program.

· I have a very strong technology background. In addition to my undergraduate degree in Computer Science, I also have a variety of work experience. This ranges from the development of mass-market applications to custom designed and built e-business solutions for public and private sector clients

· I possess very sound modeling and problem solving skills. During my time at British Telecommunications, I was responsible for assisting my company's executives with budget modeling and revisions in preparation for a de-merger and separate LSE listing of BT Wireless from British Telecommunications. I also managed a team responsible for the development of internal process controls.

· I have very strong communication skills. During my mission with the United Nations Development Programme, it was necessary for me to regularly deal with representatives from government, trade unions, and business leaders, in order to engage their support for the UN Global Compact initiative.

· I am very self-motivated, and have a strong entrepreneurial spirit. During the last year of my undergraduate studies, I started a small company with a colleague of mine, for the purpose of providing web development services to the many government agencies that are in the National Capital Area. The business was quite successful, and grew steadily during its time of operation.

I believe that my education & work experience have given me the tools necessary to not only succeed in this program, but to be a valuable asset to the Ontario Teachers' Pension Plan team.

I have included my resume for your consideration. I look forward to hearing from you for an interview.

Yours Truly,

Gurbir Samagh

Gurbir Samagh
16 Hyannis Ave. Ottawa, Ont. K2J 2W8  •  gsamagh.mba2002@ivey.ca • +1 (613) 825-8068

Education

Master of Business Administration 

2000 - 2002 Richard Ivey School of Business, University of Western Ontario, London, Canada

· Top 25% academic standing (1st quartile) and 710 GMAT

· The Ivey School was named the best business school outside the US by the Wall Street Journal (2001).

· Concentration in Finance (Corporate Reporting, Valuation, FX, Derivatives and Investments)

· Selected to represent the Richard Ivey School of Business by attending Stockholm School of Economics in Spring 2002 as part of International Exchange Program

 Bachelor of Science, Computer Science Honors Co-op
1994 - 1998 University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Canada

· Honors research: Linking VB COM objects with MS Access relational database using JAVA Remote Method Invocation to manage and operate an Lexical Knowledge Base

· Proficient in several computer languages including VB, VBA, JAVA, C++, and Assembler, used in Unix and Win 32 environments

· Strong knowledge of database creation and management including Oracle and MS Access, as well as network protocol and network management principles.

Employment History
United Nations Development Programme (Port Louis, Mauritius), April to September 2003

Project Associate

· Conducted market research on mechanisms, forums, business associations and other private sector organizations in Mauritius that assist the development of SMEs

· Facilitated the creation of local network to promote active dialogue and pursue long term relations between public and private sector organizations in order to encourage knowledge sharing, and partnership building in support of the UN Global Compact

British Telecommunications (London, UK), May to September 2001

Summer Associate – Genie Mobile Internet Division

· Hand picked by management to represent the Technology department on a team responsible for revising £175 Million budget and implementing cost cutting. This involved detailed financial modelling of mobile licenses, hardware expenditures and personnel requirements. Helped company executives identify cost savings of £15 million.

· Managed development & implementation of new processes for cost-justification, prioritisation, and work request approval for use across Genie’s Global Mobile Internet Platform.

xwave solutions (Ottawa, Canada), December 1998 to August 2000

Team Leader/Software Specialist

· Defined project specifications and developed software for client e-business systems using JAVA & Oracle.  Total software sales were $15 million per annum

· Lead a team on several bid proposals for customized e-business solutions for clients. The proposals were written based on discussions to determine scope of work, required deliverables, cost estimations and manpower requirements. The proposals resulted in contracts that generated over $20 million in revenue.

Seppuku Solutions (Ottawa, Canada) April 1998 to June 1999

Co-Founder

· Started small business selling web development services to government offices and local business, with one year revenue of $60 thousand.

Corel Corporation (Ottawa, Canada), January to April 1997, May to August 1998 

Software Developer
· Member of a team that developed desktop publishing and image processing software for commercial sales of $15 million annually. Development work done using Visual C++.

· Developed internal web-managed database to track costs associated with translation of release documents for overseas distribution.

Nortel Networks (Ottawa, Canada), September 1997 to April 1998 
Software Developer
· Member of a team that developed network-monitoring software, in JAVA and Visual Basic, to serve as a value added feature for Nortel network products.  Product sales exceeded $50 million annually

Industry Canada (Ottawa, Canada), April to May - 1996 

Project Officer

· Assisted in development of online database listing bootstrapping and benchmarking courses available to SMEs. Development work done with Perl, MS Access and Oracle

Achievements, Interests, and Skills
· Fluent in English, French, Punjabi

· Convener for MBA Bottom Line (student newspaper) – Responsible for creation & editing of content for student humor newspaper

· Member of Finance Club, Entrepreneurs @ Ivey, Hi Tech & New Media Club, and MBA Wine Tasting Club

· President of Computer Science Students Association (1996-1998); VP Social of Science Students Association (1995-1996) at the University of Ottawa

· Hobbies include writing, film making, snowboarding, soccer, biking

