I. General Info

A. Director Baz Luhrmann

1. Romeo+Juliet, Strictly Ballroom

2. Known for color+visualization

B. 2001

II. 
      Synopsis (no spoiler)

A. Christian (Ewan McGregor), young writer, moves to Montemarte, Paris.

B. Becomes involved with bohemian hippies who are writing a musical.

C. Bohemians arrange meeting with popular cabaret owner to produce their production and allow his star “actress” to play the lead

D. Christian mistakenly meets with Satine, the star of the cabaret, and they fall in love.

E. Satine is betrothed to a Duke, and manipulates him to sponsor the musical. 

F. Musical’s plot mirrors the film’s plot, “Pennyless sitar player falls in love with a beautiful courtesan,” etc. etc.

G. Things get more complicated as the Duke begins to figure things out, and Satine becomes progressively ill.

III.       Acting

A. Ewan McGregor (Christian)

1. Good voice

2. Convincingly plays the innocent

B. Nicole Kidman (Satine)

1. Again, good voice

2. Versatile

3. Attitude

C. Minor Roles

1. Series of random characters

a. Toulouse-Lautrec (Dwarf dressed as a nun)

b. Narcoleptic Argentinian

2.  Slimy Duke

3.  Pervey Harold Zigler

IV. Soundtrack

A. Popular songs re-written into musical (Your Song, Roxanne, Smells Like Teen Spirit, Like a Virgin)

1. Fit each situation

2. Add comic relief

B. Original score 

V. Visualizations

A. Costumes

1. Intricate

2. Time-period

3. Can-can dancers, etc

B. Color

1. Bright, Delacroix painting-like

2. Creates sense of excitement and wonder

C. Filmography

1. Unique angles

2. Allow viewer to feel inside the scene

VI. Negative Criticism

A. Popular songs

1. “Butchered”

2. Unoriginal

B. Plot

1. Cheesy

2. Hard to follow

C. Over-the-top

1. Glorifies Montemarte

2. Too much hype

VII. Positive Criticism

A. Fast-paced

1. Adds excitement

2. Holds interest

B. Popular songs

1. Gain attention

2. Inspire younger viewers to give musicals a chance

C. Good theme

1. “Freedom, Beauty, Truth, Love”

2. “The greatest thing you’ll ever learn is just to love and be loved in return.”

