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	The internet is often called the "information super highway," but it has more uses then just looking up information.  The internet can be used to socialize and meet new people.  Most people use America Online to connect to the internet because it is "fast and easy."  I have found that America Online is also the best ISP (internet service provider) to use if you want to talk to friends or meet new people.  AOL offers many tools to use when socializing online. 





I.  Instant messenger.


	


	A.  Buddies


		1.  Everyone has their own unique screen name


		2.  The buddy list will show you who is online


	


	B.  IMs


		1.  You can directly communicate with whoever is online


		2.  After sending an IM, a chat box opens where you can chat one-on-one with that 		     person


		3.  You can talk with as many people at one time as you want.





II.  Member Directory


	


	A.  Searching for new people to talk with


		1.  Location


		2.  Sex


		3.  Schools


	


	B.  You will get a list of results matching your search criteria





III.  Profiles


	


	A.  When you get a search result from the member directory you can read someone's profile before 	       IMing them


	


	B.  You can make your own profile


		1.  Explain anything you want to about yourself


		2.  You can put a link to your webpage


		3.  People can search the members directory and find you





	When using these AOL tools, you must be aware that people can lie about anything.  There are always losers online that try to lie about themselves to feel cool.  I strongly suggest that no one ever meets someone in person that they have met on the internet, without seeing a picture and talking to them on the phone before hand.  That way you can be sure they are who they say they are. 


	Over all the internet is a good way to meet people or to talk to friends.  I get online almost every weeknight around 9pm.  That is the best time to get online to talk to your friends or meet new people.  


 


		


