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HOW TO USE THE INTERNET AS A SOCIAL TOOL


The Internet is most commonly called the “information super highway.”  I believe that the Internet can be used for more things that just looking up information.  With the use of America Online, you can use the Internet to talk to your friends or meet new people.  AOL is very popular, so there are millions of people online all the time that you can talk to.


The best feature AOL has to offer is the Instant Messenger.  With this tool you can see if the people you know are online.  If someone does appear online, then you can send him/her an IM (instant message).  After sending the IM a chat box opens up so you can chat with this person one-on-one.  This way of communication is much more convenient than sending emails. 


If you want to meet new people you can use the Member Directory.  This tool allows you to search for AOL members that are online.  You can search for people that live in a certain city, town, or state.  You can also specify whether you want to search for males or females.  Searching the Member Directory is a great way to find people that live in your area.


On AOL you can fill out a Profile, where you can write anything you want to about yourself.  When other members search the Member Directory they be able to look at your profile before they talk to you.  


America Online is a very useful way to communicate online.  AOL offers more features than any other ISP (Internet service provider).  I strongly recommend that anyone who wishes to get the most out of their Internet experience use AOL.

