Questions and obscure answers on the Celts:
Celts probably never called themselves Celts. Herodotus, the Greek historian defined a word, "Keltoi", to represent a people living in the north and west of Greece "who were supposed to be Barbarians". The Latin dictionary gives us the following explanation on Barbarians 

barbarus: foreign, strange, opposed to Greek or Roman, strange in mind or character, uncultivated, ignorant, rude , wild, savage, cruel.
Since the earliest written documents in Europe were produced by the Greeks and the Romans, we know of this non-Greek and non-Latin speaking people only from Greek and Latin texts dating back to the 5th century BC. In Latin the term "Galli" meant the same thing as the Greek "Keltoi".
Another source for the word "Celt" can be found in the Old Norse "Hildr" pronounced "Kildr", meaning war, violence and disorder. Some other etymological interpretation puts Celts into association with wildness, indiscipline, peculiar habits in: food, dress, language and sex. Fortunately Plato's days are over and mankind is not divided into Barbarians and Hellenes anymore, although there is a tendency in many societies to define themselves as the only truly human people – everybody else is more or less sub-human, anti-human, wild or animal.
As much as the pre-Columbian people of the American continent should not be called Americans or Indians, maybe Celts did not call themselves Celts and were not the Barbarians as Greek or Latin history delivers to us.
A peculiar linguistic finding is that the Byzantine used the word "Keltoi", to describe a mixed group of Germans and Italians. And the knock-out to it all is the German translation of "Galli" from Latin meaning: the brave and the noble.. 
Be it true or exaggerated, the Celts anyhow left important traces and ignorable scars through the 2000 years they existed in today's European geography. 
As we will trace their history through the following lines, I will try to put the Celts into a much different perspective than the Greek and Latin approach. My view on the Celts, or the Galli is biased with my sympathies for Asterix and Obelix and I hope that this article may serve to win over one or two more loving and understanding hearts. 
It is quite controversial that a people lacking the concept of a state organization be so long-lived and could expand over almost impossible horizons from the Scottish highlands to the Anatolian heartland. 
Many hordes of people migrated throughout history but none of them left unanswered or open questions as: 
· May France be a Celtic country, England, Belgium, Switzerland and even great parts of Germany and Austria, too? 
· May the Castilian heartland on Iberia be Celtic and not Spanish? 
· What about Galatia in Asia Minor? 
· Are the people living in these above stated geographies of Celtic origin? 
· Did the so-called Celts originate from the distant steppes around the Caspian Sea? 
· Were Celts tall, muscular, red haired warriors, and what kind of Celts were those who were dark haired, short, fat or thin and ordinary just as any today's everyday people? 
· How come such Barbarians had astrologers, magicians, artists, artisans, judges, farmers, musicians, nobles, freeman and slaves in their ranks? 
Even these few questions give me the impression that the Celts may have been completely misunderstood and were on a much higher level of commitment to living and loving than our modern world's so-called developed nations. 
Although Celts invaded large parts of Italy and took Rome in 390 BC, there is no account of a massacre or torture to the Romans. In fact, during the Celtic siege of Rome, allies of Rome – the Etruscans – took the opportunity to plunder Roman territory and set an example of cold blooded betrayal. 
But let us look first at what history delivers us. 
Tracing archaeological roots of the Celts, there are three major consecutive cultural periods. 
The first of these is dating back to the second millennium BC and is centred around the Urnfield cremation sites. This region covers eastern France, Southern Germany and central Bohemia. During the Urnfield period, as it is called, Celts made their appearance into history, split into many tribes, with different dialects, different racial traits. There is no record of warring expansions in this period. It is assumed that the many tribes scattered over that vast territory occasionally fought each other for land, power, lust and any so human defective attribute, same as in our modern world. 
There are records that the first Celts reached England some time 2000 to 1700 BC. From the 8th century BC onwards Celts migrated into Britain, mixed with the local people and brought with them useful knowledge on metal, farming and housing. 
Basic needs such as food, shelter, clothing, entertainment were met on a simple and primitive level. This period is characterized by the cremation of the dead and keeping their ashes in urns. 
During this period other Barbarians entered the stage of European history, the Germans and the Illyrians. 
The Urnfield period (12th to 8th centuries BC) was followed by the Hallstatt period (7th and 6th centuries BC), named after a burial ground near Hallstatt in the Salzkammergut in Austria. Over 2000 tumulus type burial grounds were found in Hallstatt. These graves comprised a chamber containing four-wheeled wagons, beautifully decorated, and a large amount of pottery. All these were signs of a complex and sacred burial ceremony. 
From the Urnfield period on a Celtic confederation started forming, but Celts never were capable to organize an empire, a state or long-lived Kingdoms. 
During the Hallstatt period Celts expanded through France to Iberia, to the British Isles and also to the Eastern Europe, and the first known castles were built in western Central Europe. Trade and arts developed quickly, imports of wine, pottery and architecture from the south took place. Celts knew how to and why to build wheels and wagons, oak barrels, namely to travel, trade or for warfare. They mastered working on iron and developed beautiful geometric ornaments for their everyday use tools. Making ham and keeping bees was also some of their capacities. 
The wealth of Celtic princes increased rapidly, but wealth and surplus caused a population explosion, social tension and inspired for new expansion and raids beyond their existing boundaries. One typical mound grave with a diameter of 70 meters, containing a wagon, rich gold objects, a crown, brooches and a vessel shows the wealth of that period. In many graves on the upper Danube, the upper Rhine and the Neckar, imported Greek vessels and much jewellery were found, also signs of wealth and luxury. 
Following the Hallstatt period, the La Tène culture developed during 5th century BC. During this period the Celts became the most powerful people in Europe, and expanded from Ireland in the West to Asia Minor in the East. Artefacts from the La Tène culture show new styling, new ornaments. Geometric patterns change to become floral designs and human motifs are developed. Human and animal bronze masks as brooches have fantastic designs. During the 3rd century BC the use of jewellery became common in all social classes of the Celts. Artists became so numerous that the advanced ones served the aristocracy to ornament their swords, helmets, shields. Metalworking and enamelling came to its peak. 
Increasing power, self-confidence and population surplus put the Celts on the move again and many tribes and bands entered Italy, plundered Rome, drove into Southern Italy. 
Further, Celtic bands raided Balkans; Bulgaria, Romania, Thrace and Macedonia were conquered. Celtic migration went so far as to serving as mercenaries in Greece, Anatolia and Egypt. From among these one group eventually reached inner Anatolia, where they settled and gave their name to Galatia. 
Some detail on the sack of Rome in 390 BC by the Celts, as written by the historian Livy is interesting in order to understand the Celts better: 
… the speed of the Gallic advance was frightening… 
… the Gauls could hardly believe their eyes, so easy, so miraculously swift their victory had been… 
… the Gauls waited outside Rome throughout the next day, fearful of entering the emptied city… 
… on the following day it was coolly and calmly enough… 
… the city lay open and they walked in… 
… they made their way to the Forum, looking with curiosity at the temples and the Citadel… 
But since the Celts were "hospitable, fond of feasting, drinking, quarrelling and incapable of prolonged concentrated action" soon the Gauls became sick of the siege and went off… 
… five years later, the Roman victory was bloody and complete: the Gallic camp was taken and the army annihilated… 
For at least 500 years Central Europe was dominated by Celtic culture, but time came that Germanic tribes from the North and Roman armies from the South pressed the Celts more and more from the European scene. 
Finally, after the King of Dacia destroyed the Boi tribe, the Celts withdrew across Switzerland into France and later into Britain. It was Caesar's army that beat the revolt of Gallic tribes under Vercingetorix in the 1st century BC. The Roman Empire expanded as far as into Britain during the 1st century AD. Celtic culture due to its weakness in forming an unified ethnic group, a state or an empire, by and by was driven to the boundaries of the Roman and German worlds. Outer Modern Celtic descendants now are living in Brittany (France), Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Isle of Man. They speak Celtic origin languages such as Welsh, Erse, Gaelic and Breton. Other Celtic descendants may well live in Spain, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, the Balkans and even in Anatolia. But these must have mixed with the local culture so well, that it is not possible to trace them anymore. 
Celtic literature dates back long before Christ's birth. It was created by bards who were singers and poets at that time in order to praise heroes, criticise cowards and to entertain the noblemen. Druids, those mysterious magicians, priests, tutors, clairvoyants and guardians of the holy used oral - not written - literature in order to pass their culture from one generation to the other. Noteworthy, most of the bards were druids. 
Since druids and bards did not keep written records their literature was oral and the first Celtic-Irish-Gaelic literature works date back only to the 4th and 5th century AD. It was after Celts accepted Christianity as their religion, that they began keeping written records. At that time Druids lost their status and for me, the mysterious and exciting era of the Celts comes to an end, or my article is reaching an end. 
Résumé: 
A people who never could form an united and ethnic group, who did not know or understand how to found and keep a state, who loved to live, love and die, who were enthusiastic carnivores preferring wild boar along with beer and wine, who created the first country roads and who were the leading waggon and barrel makers, who believed in reincarnation and magic, who first came up with the idea of preserving grain in underground silos, who loved their freedom and died for adventure, who produced fine arts and came to the battlefield with beautifully ornamented weapons and shields, who dramatically influenced almost all people in Europe and Asia Minor, who had 400 gods – gods for good speech, ironsmiths, horses, fine arts, travellers, and even gods for good trade, a people who looked upon the land of the dead as a place of happiness and wealth, who were not frightened of death and even would commit suicide in order to make a very happy moment in their lives last forever. 
Celts were very human, very hippy, very disorganized, very well meaning, very wise, very courageous, very hospitable and so were wiped out, dominated by and mingled into other people who were very organized, but with qualities lesser than all the above. 
Postscript: 
In 1893, 18 centuries after the date I left the Celts when they were starting to be Christianized and to be culturally and socially annihilated, a nationalistic Irish Union was founded by Douglas Hyde, and later this Celtic Renaissance movement, which actually had the aim of reviving Celtic culture and language, gave birth to the Sinn Fein party. 
Hippies of the Western World buried "Hippy" in the 1970's ending their technology assisted migration over the modern world after only two decades, the reason for their doom being their incapacity to cope with highly sophisticated state and police organizations. 
Celts were not a single race, a single culture, a single people. They were a rather mixed people, an ancient international league of high spirited souls and bodies. Just to play with thoughts: Druids and their followers may have been the spiritual forefathers of the flower power children of the 70`s and of today's antiglobalist  fighters of all races and colours, but certainly the genetic forefathers of at least 33% of the U.K.`s population, 15% of France`s and 15% of Spain`s. 
God bless them and us all… 
