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Greetings  PA Women of Today!

I hope this finds you relaxing after a wonderful holiday season!  I’m sure all of you had a lot going on, so give yourselves a pat on the back and celebrate all you’ve accomplished so far this year!

In my last article, I told you I was headed to Rehoboth Beach for Sea Witch weekend with the Annville-Cleona Women of Today.  Well, it was a great weekend!  If you can go in the future, you should be there.  The little town really dresses up for Halloween, all the shops are open and have specials going on, and there are lots of wonderful places to eat.  It was great to spend the weekend with President Cec Edwards and other members of her chapter.  Thanks to Cristal Brandt for rooming with me and showing me the Sea Witch ropes!  I had a marvelous time!

November Boards were hosted by the Womelsdorf Area Women of Today, and boy, was it a nice weekend.  President Linda and Bonnie Wyandt did a great job for us!  USWT President Janet Esper was there with some of the USWT Staff.  They presented awards from USWT Mid-Year Meeting.  We also had visitors from New Jersey and Massachusetts.  Marcia Allison, USWT Focus On Women/Chaplain, and Kathy Simmons drove down from MA.  Vickie Vitale, USWT S.T.E.P. Program Manager, Pat Rhein, NJ Women of Today President, Diane Stanaway, Diana Fraundorfer and Carol Kezel joined us from New Jersey.  And USWT Treasurer Lisa Clark and USWT Presidential Assistant Thelma Carnduff accompanied President Janet on the trip from Illinois.  Lots of awards were given out, the food was great, and fun was had by all.  If you missed it, you missed a great weekend!  Check out the list of awards!

At the end of November, I visited the Northeastern Women of Today and joined them at the Allenberry Playhouse for brunch and “Santa’s Christmas in the Country” show.  The food was excellent and the show was lots of fun – I was singing carols the whole way home!  Thanks to President Brenda and Vicki Jo Smith for having me.  It was great to see some of the Annville-Cleona ladies and their guests as well.  

I’d love to visit if you’ve got something going on during a weekend.  Let me know and weather permitting, I’ll get out to see you!

May Convention will be hosted by the Dover Women of Today.  Mark your calendars to attend – May 1, 2 & 3.  More details will follow.

[image: image8.wmf]Have you signed a new member yet this year?  I haven’t either – and shame on us.  I’m sure you had reasons for joining, and you’ve definitely got to have reasons for staying a member.  So why aren’t we offering that to other women?  I’m making it my goal to sign a new member or two by the end of February – won’t you help by signing a member too?

Terry
NOVEMBER BOARDS AWARDS LISTING

November 15, 2008

United States Women of Today Mid Year Meeting Awards

October 3 – 5, 2008 – Omaha, Nebraska
Presidential Pins:

Cec Edwards, Annville-Cleona

Brenda Almoney, Northeastern

Connie Lingle, Annville-Cleona

Hallie Elicker, Dover

Bonnie Wyandt, Womelsdorf Area

State President Fast Start:

Terry Pronko, Pennsylvania

Angels Among Us Award:

Butch, Dover

Membership Fast Start:

Vicki Jo Smith

Friendship Day Certifications:

Annville-Cleona

Dover

Northeastern

Womelsdorf Area

Fellowship Builder Award:

Dover

100% Retention Chapters:

Annville-Cleona

Lititz,

Northeastern

Womelsdorf Area

Growth Chapters – 1st Quarter:

Dover +1

Extensions Fast Start:

Vicki Jo Smith

Public Relations Fast Start:

Cheryl Miller

Founders Day Certifications:

Annville-Cleona

Dover

Northeastern

Womelsdorf Area

Shout Out With Pride – Women of Today Week:

Annville-Cleona

Dover

Buckets of Sunshine donations through Sept 23rd:

Annville-Cleona

Northeastern

Womelsdorf Area

Focus On Women/Chaplain – Certifying in both areas:

Joy Deck, Annville-Cleona

Cecilia Edwards, Annville-Cleona

Sandy Hitz, Annville-Cleona

Karen Kneasel, Annville-Cleona

Retha Micozzi, Annville-Cleona

Pam Elicker, Dover

Helen Luckenbaugh, Dover

Bernie Marcovitch, Dover

Jerri Miller, Dover

Phyllis Small, Dover

Stacey Small, Dover

Nancy Wineholt, Dover

Terry Pronko, Dover

Outstanding State Contact for the 1st Quarter:

Bernie Marcovitch, PAWT Focus On Women/Chaplain

S.T.E.P. Certifications:

Brenda Leidig, Dover – STEP III

Helen Luckenbaugh, Dover – STEP III

S.T.E.P. Fast Start:

Carol Harris

Outstanding 1st Quarter S.T.E.P. contact:

Carol Harris, PAWT S.T.E.P. Program Manager

Personal Enrichment Certifications:

Effective Speaking – 3 certifications

Effective Listening – 17 certifications

Certifications from 2 chapters: Dover & Womelsdorf Area

External Programming Emphasis Month Incentive:

Northeastern

Treasurer Fast Start:

Ruth Wolfe

Treasurer submitting State Contact Information:

Ruth Wolfe

Secretary Fast Start:

Cindy Hilbert

Chapter Newsletters Received:

Annville-Cleona

Womelsdorf Area

Outstanding Chapter Newsletter for the 1st Quarter:

Womelsdorf Area

Parliamentarian 1st Quarter Contact:

Deb Stein

Parliamentarian Fast Start:

Deb Stein
PA Women of Today 1st & 2nd Quarter Awards:
Local President Fast Start:


Cec Edwards, Annville-Cleona


Helen Luckenbaugh, Dover


Brenda Almoney, Northeastern


Linda Gates, Womelsdorf Area

Outstanding State Staff:

Officer:



1st Quarter – Deb Stein, Chairman of the Board



2nd Quarter – Brenda Almoney, Programming Vice President


Program Manager/Director:


1st Quarter – Cheryl Miller, Spirit/Public Relations



2nd Quarter – Helen Luckenbaugh, Personal Enrichment

Outstanding Local President:

1st Quarter – Cec Edwards, Annville-Cleona


2nd Quarter – Linda Gates, Womelsdorf

Outstanding Chapter:

1st Quarter – Dover


2nd Quarter – Northeastern

Outstanding Chapter Project:


1st Quarter – Berks Co. Animal Rescue League, Womelsdorf Area


2nd Quarter – Battle for Brandt, Annville-Cleona

Outstanding Local Member:


1st Quarter – Judie Senay, Muhlenberg Area


2nd Quarter – Bonnie Wyandt, Womelsdorf Area

Presidential Pins


Brenda Almoney, Northeastern


Pat Copenheaver, Northeastern


Joy Deck, Annville-Cleona


Hallie Elicker, Dover


Debbie Ficiak, Annville-Cleona


Cindy Good, Annville-Cleona


Hilary Hamilton, Womelsdorf Area


Carol Harris, Womelsdorf Area


Cindy Hilbert, Northeastern


Sandy Hitz, Annville-Cleona


Barbara Kahl, Womelsdorf Area


Mary Jane Kline, Northeastern


Karen Kneasel, Annville-Cleona


Brenda Leidig, Dover


Connie Lingle, Annville-Cleona


Mary Jo Lochman, Dover


Diane Merkel, Womelsdorf Area


Cheryl Miller, Dover


Bernie Peters, Womelsdorf Area


Deb Runkle, Northeastern


Judie Senay, Muhlenberg


Vicki Jo Smith, Northeastern


Deborah Stein, Northeastern


Brenda VanWinkle, Annville-Cleona


Ruth Ann Weirich, Northeastern

Nancy Wineholt, Dover


Bonnie Wyandt, Womelsdorf Area

First Cat’s Program – CoCo Pronko – Bag of Kit Kats:


Annville-Cleona


Dover


Northeastern


Womelsdorf

Public Relations/Spirit Cheryl Miller


Participation in PR – Bag of Bugles:



Annville-Cleona



Dover



Northeastern



Womelsdorf


Founder’s Day Participation – Horns:



Annville-Cleona



Dover



Northeastern



Womelsdorf


Women of Today Week Participation – Kazoos:



Annville-Cleona



Dover



Northeastern



Womelsdorf


Friendship Builder Award – bag of snacks:



Dover



Womelsdorf

Webmaster Stacey Small

Scavenger Hunt winners:


Hallie Elicker, Dover


Michele Thompson, Iowa State President

Focus on Women/Chaplain Bernie Marcovitch


Chaplain & Women of Today Contact Submission:



Annville-Cleona



Dover



Womelsdorf Area

Personal Enrichment Program Manager Helen Luckenbaugh


Team Building – M & Ms:



Annville-Cleona



Dover



Northeastern



Womelsdorf


Effective Speaking – Special K Bars:



Dover:




Carol Morgan




Terry Pronko




Stacey Small


Effective Writing – Special K Bars:



Dover:




Bernie Markovitch




Terry Pronko

U.S. Emphasis/Charities Program Manager Cristal Brandt


Charities Participation – bag of candy:



Annville-Cleona



Dover



Northeastern



Womelsdorf


Top Chapter – Golden Almond bars:



Annville-Cleona
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Membership – How Does Your Garden Grow?

Happy New Year!  I hope you all had a wonderful and blessed holiday season.  Mine was relaxing, peaceful, and way too short.  I don’t have much to say this quarter.  I’m sort of brain dead, but “Membership Mary” has some information to share with each of you.

“Membership Mary” wants to remind all the chapters that…

· 3rd quarter dues billings should be postmarked by no later than January 15th
· All new member adds should also be sent at that time

· On a quarterly basis, your members should be updating their information on the official rosters – changes of address, name, phone numbers, email addresses, etc.  

Word on the street is that Dover added a new seedling to our garden this quarter – Congratulations!  I also wanted to let everyone know that on January 22, I will be doing a New Member Orientation for the Dover chapter.  Please remember that I am here to serve you in any way possible.  I would gladly come to your chapter and do any type of Membership and/or other type of program/orientation.  All you have to do is ask.

In closing, I hope you all have a new year that is filled with love, health, happiness, prosperity, and blessings too numerous to count.  I look forward to seeing each of you in the near future.  Make sure to nurture and care for your “Membership Garden.”  
525 Hammond Road

York, PA 17406

(H) 717-757-4881
(C) 717-873-2056

 vsmith@dejazzd.co
Membership – How Does Your Garden Grow?
November Boards Awards List

Membership Goals:

· To promote the growth and retention of membership, thus ending the year with at least 85% retention and be at a minimum of +1 for growth

· 1st quarter:  85% retention & -1 from base

· 2nd quarter:  77% retention &  -15 from base

· To have at least 3 “First Timers” at each board meeting/state function
· November Board:  # of First Timers to be determined & announced
Recognition & Incentives will be given to:

· All New Members and their Recruiters

· 1st quarter:  Dover - 3 new members

· 2nd quarter:  Muhlenberg – 1 new member

· Chapters with retention of 75% or better and chapters that grow

· 1st quarter:
Annville-Cleona – 100%

Dover –78% & Growth plus 1

Lititz – 100%

Northeastern – 100% & Growth plus 2 - transfers

Womelsdorf – 100%

· 2nd quarter:  Annville-Cleona – 89%

Dover – 88%

Lititz – 100%

Muhlenberg – 100% & Growth plus 1
Northeastern – 100%
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PROGRAMMING

“2009” is here and I’m not sure I’m ready for it!  I know I’ll be putting 2008 on everything till sometime in February!  My mind has a hard time changing those numbers.  How about you?  Are you ready to begin this year with a challenge?  It’s never too late to challenge your mind!  

Give programming a chance to open new areas for you.  The programming team is there to help.  Try something new and hold a programming night in your chapter.  You will be amazed at what you have already completed so far.  Leadership, Teambuilding, Effective Listening, Writing & Speaking; these are things we do in everyday life.  You may have already certified, so all you need to do is sending your forms to the P.M. in that area.  This would be Helen Luckenbaugh.

Don’t forget the Chaplain/FOW area.  Send these to Bernie Marcovitch.

If you have some new members, S.T.E.P. will be right for them.  These forms go the Carol Harris.  

Recognition is so important.  It helps us to evaluate our areas and see where we can make any improvements. 

Our emphasis months are:


January:
Effective Speaking



     
Effective Writing


February:   
Extensions




External Area – Domestic Violence Prevention

In Friendship,

Brenda S. Almoney

PAWT Programming Vice President
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Sum It All Up! 
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“Sum It All Up”

Ruth Wolfe

PAWT Treasurer

2008 - 2009

Happy New Year to all the members of the Pennsylvania Women of Today!  I hope you all had a wonderful Holiday Season. May 2009 be filled with family and friends and sweet memories of the past.

I would like to once again say Thank You to the chapters that have made donations to the Pennsylvania Women of Today.  However, if we have to pay out all the expenses for the end of the year, we will not have enough money in our account.  If anyone has a good idea for a fundraiser, please let me know.  If a chapter plans to have a fundraiser to help the PAWT, please let all the chapters know about it.  I sold quite a few nuts for the Northeastern WT.  Other members from the state may be willing to help at your fundraiser too.

My family had a good Christmas and hopefully the New Year will be a happy one.  My place on employment has already informed the employees that there will not be a raise this year.  Thank goodness I like my job.  I am Blessed with family and friends and a good chunk of those friends are through the Women of Today.  May God Bless You All.

Ruth Wolfe

PAWT Treasurer
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Crossing Our “Teas”

Next newsletter articles are due February 25th for our March- April   “All Member”  Newsletter.  
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Deborah L. Stein

Chairman of the Board

Parliamentarian

2752 Yarshire Road

York, PA  17404-6633

(717) 767-9420

“Women of Today…A Winning Hand”                                                                                                    dhs1@comcast.net
Happy New Year Fellow Pennsylvania Women of Today Members,

First, I wish everyone a wonderful and healthy 2009.  Plus, good luck in sticking to and achieving all of your new year’s resolutions.  As for me, I decided not to make any resolutions this year, but hopefully I will have luck and wealth in 2009 since I ate my traditional pork and sauerkraut on New Year’s Day.  Now for your quick history lesson:
Pork & Sauerkraut is a main dish for New Years Day in the German heritage, as pigs are considered good luck charm symbols and cabbage leaves are symbolic of money, thus having pork and Sauerkraut is felt to be the best way to pave the way for the New Year. This goes back to the distant past when farm families who had a pig felt they were lucky enough to have one to feed their families during the winter. Pigs thus became good luck charms and were also used then for saving money in piggy banks.  

But now to update you on some Women of Today matters.  At November Boards, the members in attendance had a very productive Future Directions meeting.  Here is a synopsis on what occurred:

1. Pennsylvania Women of Today Creed

It had been suggested that our creed should be made shorter thus easier to memorize.  After much discussion, it was moved/seconded to keep the creed the same.
2. Membership Pins for New Members and Service Pins for Vested Members

It was moved/seconded that we look into getting membership pins for new members and service pins for vested members.  Deb Stein and Terry Pronko will look into getting various estimates but other members are also welcomed and encouraged to investigate as well.  The deadline for the estimates to Deb Stein is February 1st.
3. Extensions

Deb Stein offered to chair a committee to look into possibly extending a chapter.  It was suggested that we contact Steph Ditzler (a prior Annville-Cleona member who now lives in Luzerne), Mary Ressler (President of Lititz for possible names in Lancaster), and Kelly Burkhart (who now lives near Coudersport and who also started the Muhlenberg chapter).
4. Officers

Much concern was voiced about filling officer positions for next year.  After much discussion, it was decided to go back to our chapters and ask our general membership what they felt about having the officer positions be a two year term.

5. PR Blitz

This was something that we tried last year, but was never completely followed through.  Once again this year, we will try to have every chapter do something for Domestic Violence during Volunteer Week in April.  Our PR Program Manager, Cheryl Miller, and our Charities Program Manager, Cristal Brandt, will work on this project.  More information to follow.

6. Challenges

It was felt that we needed to get our members motivated.  Thus, several challenges were made for May Convention:

Terry Pronko:
The chapter with the highest percentage of their membership attending May Convention will be able to throw a pie at President Terry’s face.

Cindy Hilbert:
For everyone attending November Boards that brings a first timer to May Convention, they will receive Cindy’s homemade fudge.

Deb Stein:
If we extend a chapter by the end of April, I will mud wrestle Brenda Almoney at May Convention.

As you can see, we have many goals ahead of us, but I know that together we can accomplish them and so much more.  Remember, OUR FUTURE is in our hands!

Until next time, stay safe and warm!

In Friendship,

Deb Stein
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Wrestling

Quiet Moments-Finding Peace in Stressful Lives
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Bernie Marcovitch








1701 Taxville Rd.  9G

York,  PA  17408

717-792-6220

bmarcovitch@comcast.net
Hopefully everyone left November Boards with the same 

good feelings that I did.  I enjoyed meeting the National 

staff and having time to talk with people that I don’t get to

see very often.  The coconut pie was excellent! A relaxing, enjoyable, 

stress-free day!  Remember to take time to have more days like 

this in your life….Hope everyone has had a enjoyable holiday season. 

Take care of yourself

Bernie
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Helen Luckenbaugh

55 Woodland Ave

York, PA 17404

717-848-6095
Hello Ladies,

I hope everyone had a safe and happy holiday season.


Now that we are heading into a slower time, get pumped up in all areas of Personal Enrichment.  Get certified in Leadership, effective listening, speaking and writing.


Think about sunshine and May Boards. I will be looking for your certifications.  I already have your awards!

Keep Warm,

Helen

“TOOTING OUR HORNS”
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Cheryl Miller

PAWT Public Relations Program Manager

4257 Marlborough Road

Dover, PA  17315

(717) 292-4095

Hello Ladies,
 
Hope 2009 is a very good year for everyone.
 
Now that 2009 is here, we must concentrate on getting our WT name out to the public.   I am meeting with the PR Director at York College to get some tips from her on how to get our name out.   After that meeting, I will be sending information out to the chapters.   Crystal and I will be working on our PR Blitz for Volunteer week.  Chapter Presidents, I will need to know the name of your local newspaper and also the name of the local domestic violence center in your area.   Please send this info to me asap.
 
As for Terry's scrapbook, I need photos from the chapters to put into her scrapbook.   Please send the photos to be asap for I can have Terry's scrapbook done by May Convention.
 
Hoping to hear from ALL chapters soon.  Keep on tooting your horn!
 
Cheryl
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http://www.geocities.com/women-of-today/

Have you looked at the website lately?

Did you know that there is a website that lists the top ten other websites in various categories?  What makes a top ten list so much fun? Is it the idea that you have to corral an idea or an opinion in to ten items? Or is it the time and thought you put into, letting your mind follow a path of something interesting to you and then allows you some internal creative time. Possibly it is the idea that someone else has considered something that you have thought about, and not only that, but that person also put real thought to prioritize it? Whatever the reason, most people like a top ten list, even if they disagree with every choice on the list. As human we love to disagree and debate. It is in our nature and that is the spirit this blog hopes to capture. 
So check out the website and have some fun.
http://www.toptenz.net/most-popular-top-ten-lists
Thanks to these featured TopTenz Writers

· William O’Dell 

· Tanya Bennett 

· Heather Matthews 

· Elizabeth Downing Johnson 

PAWOT Webmaster:

Stacey Small 
E-mail: s.b.small@verizon.net; phone: 717-764-9011

Address: 11 Copperwood Court, York PA 17408

 “It’s a Chapter Fiesta”

ANNVILLE-CLEONA

“Reaching Our Goal … Inch By Inch”

2009 is here, and the A/C W.O.T. girls are inching along into the New Year.

We had our holiday projects which always give a sense of “goodwill toward men (people)”.  Thanksgiving was a food package to a deserving family including all the goodies for the feast.  Christmas Package was for a family with five children, one of whom is awaiting a kidney transplant, who all wanted bikes.  We baked and handed out cookies when Santa Came to Annville, and we wrote Christmas cards to all the residents of our 2 Church Homes.  We also managed to squeeze in a Pretzel sandwich sale, and some of us attended the Allenberry Christmas show thanks to our friends in Northeastern who had some extra tickets.

Coming up in the New Year we will collect jelly and crackers for Lebanon Co. Christian Ministries and have a Tupperware sale to benefit Relay for Life.  We will also begin to plan for our Spring Projects.

Best wishes for a very Happy New Year to all of our friends.  We meet the third Wednesday of the month and would love some visitors!!!

“Inching Along”

Cec

Dover

“IT THEMES TO BE FUN”
Hello Ladies,

Dover has been busy with our Holiday projects.  Borders gift wrap, Adopt-a-family, Christmas in the Park, cards to hospitalized service people and our Holiday luncheon.

January, we will be collecting items for the SPCA (1st cat project).  We will party at our Winter Blues Blowout.


As soon as the holidays are over we will concentrate on the May Convention plans.  We will give you more information as soon as we get it.


Our group is thinking about, and planning some new projects for 2009.  We are excited about trying them.








President Helen
Northeastern

Women of Today
“Flying into the Future”
Welcome “2009”!  Here in the Northeastern chapter we are ready to celebrate the New Year with a short R&R!  The past 2 months have been busy ones for us, as I’m sure it has been for all our chapters.

November kept us busy with Salute to the poll workers, Veteran’s Recognition & Santa Comes to Northeastern!

December saw us working at Border’s wrapping all those gifts for busy people, our Christmas Dinner/Party & shopping and delivering all those Christmas Needy Baskets (we had 10 families).

We are now looking into a little Girls Getaway sometime in January or February.  We always have so much fun, just “getting out of Dodge” so to speak!

We love visitors, so come “sit fer a spell”.  You can call me at 717/843-8515 and I’ll let you know where we’ll be meeting.

Hugs,

President Brenda
Pennsylvania Pride
Pennsylvania Women of Today

Cindy Hilbert, Editor

45 Mt. Hebron Road
Mt. Wolf, PA  17347

Pennsylvania Pride


“It’s a Fiesta!”


January – February 2009





PRESIDENT


Terry Pronko


412-687-8471


Terrycloth75@hotmail.com





Chairman of the Board


Deborah L. Stein


717-767-9420


dhs1@comcast.net





Membership VP


Vicki Jo Smith


717-757-4881


vsmith@dejazzd.com





Programming VP


Brenda S. Almoney


717-843-8515


Brenda.almoney@grahampackaging.com





Treasurer


Ruth Wolfe


717-432-8179


Rewwt9293@aol.com





Secretary/Newsletter


Cynthia Hilbert


717-266-0421


cindyhilb@aol.com





Personal Enrichment


Helen Luckenbaugh


717-848-6095





U.S. Emphasis/Charities


Cristal Brandt


717-838-9681


Cristal9681@verizon.net








Focus On Women/Chaplain


Bernie Marcovitch


717-792-6620


bmarcovitch@comcast.net








S.T.E.P.


Carol Harris


717-933-5116


CAROLH@paonline.com





Public Relations


Cheryl Miller


717-292-4095


Cheryl_Miller616@hotmail.com





Web Master


Stacey Small


717-764-9011


sbsmall@verizon.net








President’s Message








Pennsylvania Pride


Terry Pronko, Editor


3644 Mintwood St


Pittsburgh, PA 15201
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Pennsylvania Women of Today Creed





We believe,


That service to our fellowman is service to God;


That in striving thus to serve, we enrich our own lives


And contribute to the welfare of our community;


That working together in service develops good and loyal friends;


That fellowships and lasting friendships enrich our own and our families’ lives.


Because we believe these aims can best be achieved through united efforts,


We have organized the Pennsylvania Women of Today


So that we can work together to build a better community.











Brenda S. Almoney


Programming Vice President


571 S. Kershaw Street


York, PA 17402


Ph. (717) 843-8515








Pennsylvania Women of Today


Terry Pronko, President


3644 Mintwood Street


Pittsburgh, PA  15201


412-687-8471


terrycloth75@hotmail.com
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Stacey Small


Webmaster 2008-2009
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