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A Rei to Remember
by Misato
ACT 3
The hunt begins: Tender hearts collide
 

The next day, the phone was ringing in Hikaris head. Grumpy from being woken up on a Saturday morning she went to answer it.

"H'lo.. Horaki residence! May I help you?" She said to the receiver.

"Hello? Hikari? Hi! Um.. wanna go out today?" Kensukes voice asked over on the other end.

"Kensuke? Wha..? WHAT???" Hikari shouted on the phone.

"Right! Meet you over here at that new cafe? Bardiels Sweet Bon Bons at 11am sharp okay?" Kensuke hanged up.

"Wait!!! How can you do this to me after all this time?!?" Hikari was griping the phone and shouting at it. "What's going on? Why is Kensuke asking me out? I thought he was only interested in Angels and the army and stuff.." She thought to herself as she hurries to change. "Ahhhh!!!.." Hikari trips while trying to wear her jeans.

 

"YAAWWWNNN!" Touji exits from the bathroom with tears in his eyes. "Hey Shinji.. what are we going to do today?" He asks Shinji. Shinji looks at him and then at Misato.

"You can go anywhere you want Shinji, you should spend more time outdoors." Misato says munching on a toast. "And since I'm not going on shift until evening I can go with you!" She smiles.

"R..r..r..really Miss Misato? You'll come with us!?!?!" Touji and Kensuke are jumping the dance of happiness. Shinji has started clearing up the table.

"Thank you Misato-San, so where do you want to go guys?" Shinji asked Touji and Kensuke.

"Hey how bout the arcade at Geomall 3?" Kensuke asked snapping out of his delirium.

"No! Let's go to the Sadamoto district! I hear there are a lot of new stores that just opened!" Touji said.

"Then I guess you guys should better change now right?" Misato smiled. Touji and Kensuke were already gone but Shinji was left hurrying to finish washing up.

"Um.. Can I come along?" Asuka said from the kitchen doorway. Misato and Shinji both looked at her.

"Sure Asuka! Don't want you to be alone here anyway." Shinji finishes washing the dishes and hurries to change his clothes.

"Thanks.." Asuka said to Shinji as he passed by her. Misato was smiling to herself and she heads for her room to change too.

 

"It's raining… and it's 11:24 already!!.. Where IS he!?" Hiraki said looking at her watch, then out the window of Bardiels Sweet Bon Bons. Then suddenly, a flurry of red drops in front of her.

"Sorry I'm late. I went to pick up these." Kensuke gestured at the bouquet of red roses that Hikari was staring at. "Then all this rain came." Kensuke looked at the rain outside while running his hand through his hair. Hikari took her eyes off the roses and saw Kensuke wearing a J-League jacket and black jeans.

"Kensuke… Is that you? You're haircut seems different.." Hikari blushed and took a sip of her drink.

"Heh! Well.. Let's go! The movie starts at 11:30, don't want to be late do we?" Kensuke takes her hand and pulls her towards the exit of the cafe. Surprised Hikari lets Kensuke lead the way while she thinks to herself. "A movie? Now this is the side of Kensuke I haven’t seen before… Aack!!!" Hikari pulls Kensuke back just in time before a car nearly hits him while crossing a red light.

 

"Hey Misato-San… shouldn't you be driving a bit slower?" Asuka asked while trying to put on her safety belt without Misato knowing. The tires of Misatos car screech to a halt on the street opposite of Bardiels Sweet Bon Bons.

"Sorry but I wanted to get here as fast as I could. Places like this are usually packed in the afternoon." Misato smiled and ignored the three boys who are groaning in the back of her car. Shinji stuck his head out of the window and saw Hikari run hand in hand out of Bardiels with some guy.

"Hey.. Is that Hikari there? And is she seeing anyone?" Shinji said weakly, trying to breathe in as much good air as he can. Kensuke and Asuka look at where Shinji was pointing, Touji jerked his head but stayed still.

 

 

"That IS Hikari! And who's that guy with her?" Asuka exclaimed. Everyone was looking out of the windows to take a peek.

"Hmm.. his build looks kinda familiar.. I wonder what kinda guy Hikari digs?" Kensuke asks.

"Who Cares!?!? Miss Misato, could you follow those two please???" Touji practically screamed and pushed Kensukes head down to get a better view. Misato turns to follow the couple while Asuka and Shinji grin at each other at Toujis behavior.

"Look!! They've turned at that corner by Sachi 'Els boutique!!!" Touji banged Kensukes head.

"We can't get too close or they'd notice us Touji. So I’ll put us a good distance behind them." Misato said expertly, driving very slowly. Kensuke manages to get out of Toujis grip.

"I don't believe you'd be able to follow them through that plaza.. I hear cars aren't allowed to pass through it." Kensuke said cynically. Everyone but Kensuke had a big sweatdrop on their heads, then the car turned into a mini-battle zone as they all ganged up on him.

 

Later that night. Back at Misatos apartment. The party of five came back and Pen Pen was overjoyed at seeing them.

"Well see you tomorrow! I have work to do!" Misato said and left. Everyone was tired after a day of running around shopping, playing games and Misatos record breaking driving.

"Too bad we couldn't find Hikari again huh Touji?" Asuka teased him and Touji left in a huff for Shinjis room. Kensuke went to get drinks for all of them from the kitchen.

"Today was a fun day wasn't it Asuka? Did you have a nice time?" Shinji asked cheerily. Asuka was startled at the question and just sat there looking at Shinji. "Asuka?" Shinji looked straight at Asuka.

"Yes.. Yes I did!" Asuka smiled at Shinji. Kensuke and Pen Pen were looking at them from the kitchen.

"Slightly scary isn't it?" Kensuke whispered to Pen Pen.

 

"Yes.. Yes I did!" Hikari smiled at Kensuke. "Thanks for everything!" Hikari kissed Kensuke and closed the door. Kensuke stood in front of the door for some time, then he turned and walked down the street. His eyes glowing blue, then he is enveloped in a black shadow and disappears.

 

The wind whispers in a hollow voice "Rei... ..." Then.. All is silent.

 

Misato heads towards Nerv HQ. "I wonder if I was like that once?" Misato asked herself. Then she remembers Kaji and her face showed a series of emotions. "Will they be like me as I am now?" Misato did not sound very please with the idea. "Oh well.. Ones to each own destiny!" Misato quoted and drove on.

 

